
SHABBAT BO 5783…EXODUS 12:33-39 
After all that waiting…why were the Israelites unprepared? 

 

ים: לד לג נּו ֵמִתֶֽ ּו ֻּכָּלִ֥ ְמרֵ֖ י ָאֶֽ ֶרץ ִּכִ֥ ם ִמן־ָהָאָ֑ ר ְלַׁשְּלָחָ֣ ם ְלַמֵהֵ֖ ִי֙ם ַעל־ָהָעָ֔ ֱחַזַ֤ק ִמְצַרַ֨ ם צְ  ַוֶּתֶֽ ץ ִמְׁשֲאֹרָתָ֛ ֶרם ֶיְחָמָ֑ ֹו ֶטָ֣ ם ֶאת־ְּבֵצקֵ֖ א ָהָעָ֛ ם  ַוִּיָּׂשִ֥ ת ְּבִׂשְמֹלָתֵ֖ ֻרֹרִ֥

ם: לה ת: לו ַעל־ִׁשְכָמֶֽ ב ּוְׂשָמֹלֶֽ י ָזָהֵ֖ ֶסף ּוְכֵלִ֥ ִים ְּכֵלי־ֶכָ֛ ִַּֽיְׁשֲאלּ֙ו ִמִּמְצַרָ֔ ה ַוֶֽ ר ֹמֶׁשָ֑ ּו ִּכְדַבָ֣ ל ָעׂשֵ֖ י־ִיְׂשָרֵאִ֥ ּום   ּוְבֵנֶֽ ִים ַוַּיְׁשִאלָ֑ ם ְּבֵעיֵנִ֥י ִמְצַרֵ֖ ן ָהָעָ֛ ן ֶאת־ֵחִ֥ ה ָנַתַ֨ יֹהָוָ֞ ַוֶֽ

ִים:   פ   לז  ּו ֶאת־ִמְצָרֶֽ ְַֽיַנְּצלֵ֖ ף: לחַוּיִ  ַוֶֽ ד ִמָּטֶֽ ים ְלַבִ֥ י ַהְּגָבִרֵ֖ ֶלף ַרְגִלָ֛ ֹות ֶא֧ ָתה ְּכֵׁשׁש־ֵמאַ֨ ס ֻסֹּכָ֑ ַרְעְמֵסֵ֖ ל ֵמֶֽ י־ִיְׂשָרֵאָ֛ אן   ְס֧עּו ְבֵנֶֽ ָֹ֣ ם ְוצ ה ִאָּתָ֑ ב ָעָלָ֣ ֶרב ַרֵ֖ ְוַגם־ֵעִ֥

ד: לט ד ְמֹאֶֽ ר ִמְקֶנֵ֖ה ָּכֵבִ֥ א   ּוָבָקָ֔ ָֹ֣ י ל ֹות ִּכָ֣ ת ַמּצֵ֖ ִים ֻעֹגִ֥ יאּו ִמִּמְצַרָ֛ ר הֹוִצ֧ ק ֲאֶׁשַ֨ ּו ֶאת־ַהָּבֵצֵ֜ ה  ַוּיֹאפַ֨ ַּה ְוַגם־ֵצָדֵ֖ ְכלּ֙ו ְלִהְתַמְהֵמָ֔ א ָיֶֽ ַֹ֤ ִים ְול ּו ִמִּמְצַרַ֗ ְרׁשָ֣ ץ ִּכי־ֹגֶֽ ָחֵמָ֑

ם:  ּו ָלֶהֶֽ א־ָעׂשִ֥ ֶֹֽ  ל
3 3 The Egyptians urged the people on, impatient to have them leave the country, for they said, “We shall all be dead.” 3 4 So the people took their 
dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls wrapped in their cloaks upon their shoulders. 3 5 The Israelites had done Moses’ bidding and 
borrowed from the Egyptians objects of silver and gold, and clothing. 3 6 And the Lord had disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the people, and 
they let them have their request; thus, they stripped the Egyptians. 3 7 The Israelites journeyed from Raamses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, aside from children. 3 8 Moreover, a mixed multitude went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and 
herds. 3 9 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had taken out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they had been driven out 
of Egypt and could not delay; nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves. 
 
ELLENSON…Why don’t the people prepare well in advance for their redemption? Doesn’t God promise them that their moment of liberation is at 
hand? And they see the effect of ten devastating plagues in Egypt! Yet with all this advance notice, they still have time only to prepare matzah, 
bread that hasn’t had time to rise, because they leave Egypt in such a hurry…What have they been waiting for? 
 
YAAKOV MOSHEH HARLAP….At the last instant of their exile, the Israelites themselves realized and felt that they could not remain in Egypt for 
another minute, and they could not tarry. That was why the left with such haste. 
 

AVIVA ZORNBERG…The significance of that night to the Israelites relates to the paradoxes of freedom. They resist the expulsion order of Pharaoh 
and remain immobile in their houses. This immobility…is described as a tableau of readiness-to-leave. The manner in which they are to eat of 
the…sacrifice is be-chipazon- in haste; but the word as translated by Rashi, has the connotation of panic (behala) of disorientation….Strangest of all, 
the panic eating is commanded ahead of time [12:11] it is a planned panic, inscribed in the laws, essential to what is to be staged on the night of 
the Exodus….This haste of the Israelites, which is a question not merely of tempo but of mood, has an ungainly, undignified quality…. “for they 
could not delay,” appears as a redundant statement in a verse that has already explained why the bread remained unleavened: “for they were 
driven out of Egypt”. The second clause (“they could not delay”) describes their own inner panic- quite distinct from the pressure of the Egyptians, 
which had happened at night.  
 
ELLEN FRANKEL…To a slave, planning for the future is a luxury he or she cannot afford. And a pharaoh’s promises can never be trusted. Even the 
few hours it takes bread to leaven may turn out to be only a temporary reprieve from suffering rather than a prelude to real freedom. The Israelite 
women believe that they’re truly free only when they’re finally able to sit down together in their tents, babies on their knees, waiting for their 
dough to rise. 


