
Shabbat Lech Lecha…Genesis 12:1-4 
 

ֹּאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל  א ְוֶאֶעְשָך ְלגֹוי ָגדֹול ַוֲאָבֶרְכָך ַוֲאַגְדָלה ְשֶמָך ֶוְהֵיה    ב  ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאֶשר ַאְרֶאָך.-ְלָך ֵמַאְרְצָך ּוִמּמֹוַלְדְתָך ּוִמֵבית ָאִביָך ֶאל -ַאְבָרם ֶלְך-ַוי

ת ָהֲאָדָמה.   גְבָרָכה.   ל ִמְשְפחֹּ ר ְוִנְבְרכּו ְבָך כֹּ -ֶבן ַוֵיֶלְך ַאְבָרם ַכֲאֶשר ִדֶבר ֵאָליו ְיהָוה ַוֵיֶלְך ִאתֹו לֹוט ְוַאְבָרם   דַוֲאָבְרָכה ְמָבְרֶכיָך ּוְמַקֶלְלָך ָאאֹּ

 ָחֵמש ָשִנים ְוִשְבִעים ָשָנה ְבֵצאתֹו ֵמָחָרן.  
 
1 The Lord said to Abram, Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse him that curses 
you; and all the families of the earth Shall bless themselves by you.” 4 Abram went forth as the Lord had commanded him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran.  
 
V.1  Go forth from your land…. 

RASHI….Lech Lecha- Go forth! For your own benefit and your own good… For there I will make of you a great nation, while here you will not 
become  
what you can… 
 

JPS… Lech Lecha…The preposition L’ gives the verb Halach- to walk or go additional force- of “separating from” or “taking leave of…” 
 

ZOHAR…. Lech Lecha…Go to your Self- to know your Self- to fulfill your destiny. 
 

V.2  I will make of you a great nation, and bless you, and make your name great 
D’AT Z’KEYNIM…Read not “and you shall be a blessing” rather, “Be a blessing!” This is the command form. Thus, as part of Avraham’s 
covenantal promise he was commanded, “wherever you go, inspire others to bless…then shall you be a blessing. 

 
V. 3  And all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by/through you. 

MIDRASH RABBAH…Living at home, in Haran, his father’s house, Abram was like a fragrant flask of perfume with the lid tightly closed. Only by 
leaving home, opening himself up to the world out there, could his unique fragrance be shared and bring sweetness to others. 

 

*** 
PETER PITZELE…Abram’s call- both the one he hears and the one he leaves us, contains a promise. It is God’s promise to fill and empower us 
with energy and vision but more, it is also His promise- and our promise, to one another, that our soul-journeys will be connected to the well-
being of the whole earth…Something beyond this world calls this man to transform this world into the ‘family of man’…hearing the call which 
echoes through the ages- through parchment letters and words, we trace our roots back to Abram…. Each generation must be re-called to the 
journey; each soul must leave the Motherland and father’s house to re-experience a wandering…For each one’s call is also a recollection…The 
dream outlives the dreamers…it asks to be re-membered in every generation…. But ever generation must dream it, must hear it anew…for the 
Call lies beyond us all. 


