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KOSHI = What’s the Question that calls us to inquire? 
Why/How does Pharaoh’s dream save Joseph’s life? 

Verse JPS HEBREW 
1 After two years’ time, Pharaoh dreamed 

that he was standing by the Nile,  
ֵּ֖ה   ם ְוִהנ  ה ֹחל ֵ֔ ים ּוַפְרֹעַ֣ ִים ָיִמִ֑ ץ ְשָנַתַ֣ ֵּ֖ י ִמק  ַוְיִהִ֕

ר׃   ד ַעל־ַהְיֹאֹֽ ֵ֥  ֹעמ 
2 when out of the Nile there came up seven 

cows, handsome and sturdy, and they 
grazed in the reed grass.  

ֹות   ֹות ְיפֵ֥ ַבע ָפרֵ֔ ַ֣ ר ֹעֹל֙ת ש  ַ֣ה ִמן־ַהְיֹאֹ֗ ְוִהנ 
 ֵּ֖ חּו׃  ַמְרא  יָנה ָבָאֹֽ ֵּ֖ ר ַוִתְרע  ת ָבָשִ֑ ה ּוְבִריֹאַ֣  

3 But presently, seven other cows came up 
from the Nile close behind them, ugly and 
gaunt, and stood beside the cows on the 
bank of the Nile;  

֙ן ִמן־  יה  ֹות ֹע֤לֹות ַאֲחר  רֹ֗ ֹות ֲאח  ַבע ָפרַ֣ ֶׁ֧ ה ש  ְוִהנ ֵּ֞
ְדָנה  הַ  ר ַוַֹֽתֲעֹמֹ֛ ֹות ָבָשִ֑ ה ְוַדקַ֣ ֵּ֖ ֹות ַמְרא  ר ָרעֵ֥ ְיֹאֵ֔

ר׃   ת ַהְיֹאֹֽ ֹות ַעל־ְשַפֵ֥ ל ַהפרֵּ֖ צ  ֵ֥  א 

4 and the ugly gaunt cows ate up the seven 
handsome sturdy cows. And Pharaoh 
awoke.  

ת   ֙ה ְוַדֹקַ֣ ֹות ָר֤עֹות ַהַמְרא  ְלָנה ַהָפרֹ֗ ַותֹאַכַ֣
 ַ֣ ת ש  ר א ֵ֚ ה  ַהָבָשֵ֔ ֵּ֖ ת ַהַמְרא  ֹות ְיֹפֵ֥ ַבע ַהָפרֵ֔

ה׃   ץ ַפְרֹעֹֽ ת ַוִייַקֵּ֖  ְוַהְבִריֹאִ֑
5 He fell asleep and dreamed a second time: 

Seven ears of grain, solid and healthy, grew 
on a single stalk.  

ַ֣ה ית ְוִהנ  ִנִ֑ ם ש  ַַֽיֲחֹלֵּ֖ ן ַוֹֽ  ַוִייָשִ֕ ים   ׀ ִלֹ֗ ַבע ִשבֳּ ַ֣ ש 

ֹות׃   ֹות ְוֹטבֹֽ ד ְבִריאֵ֥ ָחֵּ֖ ֵ֥ה א  ֹות ְבָקנ   ֹעלֹ֛

6 But close behind them sprouted seven 
ears, thin and scorched by the east wind.  

ים   ת ָקִדִ֑ ֹות ּוְשדּוֹפַ֣ ים ַדקֵּ֖ ִלֵ֔ ַבע ִשבֳּ ַ֣ ְוִהנ ֙ה ש 
ן׃   ֹֽ יה  ֹות ַאֲחר   ֹצְמחֵּ֖

7 And the thin ears swallowed up the seven 
solid and full ears. Then Pharaoh awoke: it 
was a dream!  

ַבע   ַ֣ ת ש  ֹות א ֵ֚ ים ַהַדקֵ֔ ִלַ֣ ְעָנ֙ה ַהִשבֳּ ַוִתְבַלַ֙
ִלֵ֔  ִשבֳּ ה  ַהֹֽ ץ ַפְרֹעֵּ֖ ֹות ַוִייַקֵ֥ אִ֑ ֹות ְוַהְמל  ים ַהְבִריאֵּ֖

ֹום׃   ֵ֥ה ֲחלֹֽ  ְוִהנ 
8 Next morning, his spirit was agitated, and 

he sent for all the magicians of Egypt, and 
all its wise men; and Pharaoh told them his 
dreams, but none could interpret them for 
Pharaoh.  

ת־  א א  ח ַוִיְקָרֹ֛ ֹו ַוִיְשַלֹ֗ ם רּוחֵ֔ ע  ֙ר ַוִתָפַ֣ ק  י ַבֹבַ֙ ַוְיִה֤
ר   יָה ַוְיַספ ַ֙ ִ֑ ת־כׇּל־ֲחָכמ  ִים ְוא  י ִמְצַרֵּ֖ ֵ֥ כׇּל־ַחְרֻטמ 
ם   ר אֹוָתֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ין־פֹות  ֹו ְוא  ת־ֲחֹלמֵ֔ ֙ם א  ה ָלה  ַפְרֹע֤

ה׃    ְלַפְרֹעֹֽ

9 The chief cupbearer then spoke up and said 
to Pharaoh, “I must make mention today of 
my offenses.  

ת־  ר א  אֹמִ֑ ה ל  ת־ַפְרֹעֵּ֖ ים א  ר ַהַמְשִקֵ֔ ֙ר ַשַ֣ ַוְיַדב 
ֹום׃   יר ַהיֹֽ י ַמְזִכֵ֥ י ֲאִנֵּ֖  ֲחָטַאִ֕

10 Once Pharaoh was angry with his servants 
and placed me in custody in the house of 
the chief steward, together with the chief 
baker.  

ר   י ְבִמְשַמֹ֗ ן ֹאִתִ֜ יו ַוִית ַ֙ ף ַעל־ֲעָבָדִ֑ ה ָקַצַ֣ ַפְרֹעֵּ֖
ים׃   ר ָהֹאִפֹֽ ת ַשֵ֥ ֵּ֖ י ְוא  ים ֹאִתִ֕ ר ַהַטָבִחֵ֔ ית ַשַ֣  ב ֵ֚

11 We had dreams the same night, he and I, 
each of us a dream with a meaning of its 
own.  

יש   ּוא ִאֹ֛ י ָוהִ֑ ד ֲאִנַ֣ ָחֵּ֖ ְיָלה א  ֹום ְבַלֵ֥ ה ֲחלֹ֛ ַחְלָמֵ֥ ַוַנֹֽ
ְמנּו׃   ֹו ָחָלֹֽ ֹון ֲחֹלמֵּ֖  ְכִפְתרֵ֥

MIKETZ…. Genesis 41:1-36 

PSHAT…. The Simple Meaning…What is the straightforward story we are trying to understand? 
 



12 A Hebrew youth was there with us, a 
servant of the chief steward; and when we 
told him our dreams, he interpreted them 
for us, telling each of the meaning of his 
dream.  

ים   ר ַהַטָבִחֵ֔ ד ְלַשַ֣ ב  י ע ֵ֚ נּו ַנַַ֣ער ִעְבִרֹ֗ ם ִאָתִ֜ ְוָשַ֙
ֹו ַויִ  ר־לֵ֔ ְנַספ  יש  ַוַ֙ ינּו ִאֵ֥ ִ֑ ת־ֲחֹלֹמת  נּו א  ר־ָלֵּ֖ ְפתׇּ

ר׃   ֹו ָפָתֹֽ  ַכֲחֹלמֵּ֖

13 And as he interpreted for us, so it came to 
pass: I was restored to my post, and the 
other was impaled.”  

יב ַעל־  ִשֵ֥ י ה  ן ָהָיִ֑ה ֹאִתֹ֛ ַ֣ נּו כ  ַתר־ָלֵּ֖ ר ָפֹֽ ֵ֥ י ַכֲאש  ַוְיִהֹ֛
ֹו י ְוֹאתֵ֥ ה׃   ַכִנֵּ֖ ָתָלֹֽ  

14 Thereupon Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he 
was rushed from the dungeon. He had his 
hair cut and changed his clothes, and he 
appeared before Pharaoh.  

ף ַוְיִריֻצֵּ֖הּו ִמן־  ת־יֹוס ֵ֔ א א  ח ַפְרֹע֙ה ַוִיְקָרַ֣ ַוִיְשַל֤
 ַ֣ ֹור ַוְיַגַל֙ח ַוְיַחל  ל־ ַהבִ֑ א א  ֵֹּ֖ יו ַוָיב ף ִשְמֹלָתֵ֔

ה׃    ַפְרֹעֹֽ

15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a 
dream, but no one can interpret it. Now I 
have heard it said of you that for you to 
hear a dream is to tell its meaning.” 

ֹום ָחַלֵ֔  ף ֲחלַ֣ ל־יֹוס ֵ֔ ר ַפְרֹע֙ה א  אמ  ֹ֤ ר  ַוי ֵּ֖ ְמִתי ּוֹפת 
ע   ר ִתְשַמֵ֥ אֹמֵ֔ י֙ך ל  ְעִתי ָעל ַ֙ י ָשַמ֤ ֹו ַוֲאִנֹ֗ ין ֹאתִ֑ ַ֣ א 

ֹו׃   ר ֹאתֹֽ ֹום ִלְפֹתֵ֥  ֲחלֵּ֖

16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! 
God will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.”  

ים   י ֱאֹלִהִ֕ ר ִבְלָעָדִ֑ אֹמֵּ֖ ה ל  ת־ַפְרֹעֹ֛ ף א  ֶׁ֧ ַען יֹוס  ַוַיַ֙
ה׃   ֹום ַפְרֹעֹֽ ת־ְשלֵ֥ ֵּ֖ה א   ַיֲענ 

17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my 
dream, I was standing on the bank of the 
Nile,  

ד   ֵּ֖ י ֹעמ  י ִהְנִנֵ֥ ף ַבֲחֹלִמִ֕ ִ֑ ל־יֹוס  ה א  ר ַפְרֹעֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ַוְיַדב 
ר׃  ַעל־ְשַפֵ֥  ת ַהְיֹאֹֽ  

18 when out of the Nile came up seven sturdy 
and well-formed cows and grazed in the 
reed grass.  

ֹות   ֹות ְבִריאֵ֥ ַבע ָפרֵ֔ ַ֣ ר ֹעֹל֙ת ש  ַ֣ה ִמן־ַהְיֹאֹ֗ ְוִהנ 
חּו׃   יָנה ָבָאֹֽ ֵּ֖ ַאר ַוִתְרע  ת ֹתִ֑ ר ִויֹפַ֣  ָבָשֵּ֖

19 Presently there followed them seven other 
cows, scrawny, ill-formed, and emaciated—
never had I seen their likes for ugliness in 
all the land of Egypt!  

ן   יה ֵ֔ ֹות ַאֲחר  רֹו֙ת ֹעלַ֣ ַבע־ָפ֤רֹות ֲאח  ֹֽ ה ש  ְוִהנ ֵּ֞
ֹות  ד ְוַרקַ֣ ַאר ְמֹאֵּ֖ ֹות ֹתֹ֛ ֹות ְוָרעֵ֥ א־  ַדלַ֙ ֹֹֽ ר ל ָבָשִ֑

נָ  ֹ֛ יִתי ָכה  ַע׃  ָרִאֶׁ֧ ִים ָלֹרֹֽ ץ ִמְצַרֵּ֖ ר  ֵ֥ ה ְבכׇּל־א   

20 And the seven lean and ugly cows ate up 
the first seven cows, the sturdy ones;  

ַבע   ֶׁ֧ ת ש  ַ֣ ֹות א  ֹות ְוָהָרעִ֑ ֹות ָהַרקֵּ֖ ְלָנ֙ה ַהָפרֵ֔ ַותֹאַכ֙
ת׃   ֹות ַהְבִריֹאֹֽ ֹות ָהִראֹשנֵּ֖  ַהָפרֹ֛

21 but when they had consumed them, one 
could not tell that they had consumed 
them, for they looked just as bad as before. 
And I awoke.  

ל־  אּו א  א נֹוַד֙ע ִכי־ָבַ֣ ֹ֤ ָנה ְול ל־ִקְרב ֹ֗ אָנה א  ַֹ֣ ַוָתב
ה ָוִאיָקֹֽ  ר ַבְתִחָלִ֑ ֵּ֖ ע ַכֲאש  ן ַרֵ֔ ַ֣ יה  ָנה ּוַמְרא  ץ׃  ִקְרב ֵ֔  

22 In my other dream, I saw seven ears of 
grain, full and healthy, growing on a single 
stalk;  

ַ֣ה י ְוִהנ  א ַבֲחֹלִמִ֑ ר  ֵּ֖  ָוא  ת   ׀ ים ֹעֹלֹ֛ ִלֹ֗ ַבע ִשבֳּ ַ֣ ש 

ֹות׃   ת ְוֹטבֹֽ ֹאֵ֥ ד ְמל  ָחֵּ֖ ֵ֥ה א   ְבָקנ 

23 but right behind them sprouted seven ears, 
shriveled, thin, and scorched by the east 
wind.  

ֹות   ֹות ְשֻדפַ֣ ֹות ַדקֵּ֖ ים ְצנֻמֵ֥ ִלֵ֔ ַבע ִשבֳּ ַ֣ ְוִהנ ֙ה ש 
ם׃   ֹֽ יה  ֹות ַאֲחר  ים ֹצְמחֵּ֖  ָקִדִ֑

24 And the thin ears swallowed the seven 
healthy ears. I have told my magicians, but 
none has an explanation for me.”  

ים   ִלֵּ֖ ִשבֳּ ַבע ַהֹֽ ֵ֥ ת ש  ֹ֛ ת א  ים ַהַדֹקֵ֔ ִלַ֣ ָ֙ ַהִשבֳּ ְען ַוִתְבַלַ֙
יד  ין ַמִגֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ים ְוא  ַחְרֻטִמֵ֔ ל־ַהֹֽ ֹות ָוֹֹֽאַמ֙ר א  י׃   ַהֹטבִ֑ ִלֹֽ  

25 And Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s 
dreams are one and the same: God has told 
Pharaoh what He is about to do.  

ד   ָחַ֣ ה א  ֹום ַפְרֹעֵּ֖ ה ֲחלֵ֥ ל־ַפְרֹעֵ֔ ֙ף א  ר יֹוס  אמ  ֹ֤ ַוי
יד   ה ִהִגֵ֥ ֵּ֖ ים ֹעש  ר ָהֱאֹלִהֹ֛ ֶׁ֧ ת ֲאש  ַ֣ ּוא א  הִ֑

ה׃    ְלַפְרֹעֹֽ



26 The seven healthy cows are seven years, 
and the seven healthy ears are seven years; 
it is the same dream.  

ַבע   ֤ ָנה ְוש  ַבע ָשִני֙ם ה ֵ֔ ֤ ת ש  ת ַהֹטֹבֹ֗ ַבע ָפֹרַ֣ ֶׁ֧ ש 
נָ  ִ֑ ים ה  ַבע ָשִנֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ת ש  ִלי֙ם ַהֹטֹבֵ֔ ִשבֳּ ֹום  ַהֹֽ ה ֲחלֵּ֖

ּוא׃   ד הֹֽ ָחֵ֥  א 
27 The seven lean and ugly cows that followed 

are seven years, as are also the seven 
empty ears scorched by the east wind; they 
are seven years of famine.  

ת   ת ָהֹעֹלַ֣ ֹות ְוָהָרֹעִ֜ ַרקַ֙ ֹות ָהֹֽ ָפרַ֠ ַבע ַהַ֠ ַ֣ ְוש 
ַבע ֤ ָנה ְוש  ַבע ָשִני֙ם ה ֵ֔ ֤ ן ש  יה ֹ֗ ִלי֙ם   ַאֲחר  ִשבֳּ ַהֹֽ

ֹות ְשדֻ  קֵ֔ ֵ֥י  ָהר  ַבע ְשנ  ֵּ֖ ּו ש  ים ִיְהיִ֕ ֹות ַהָקִדִ֑ פֵּ֖
ב׃    ָרָעֹֽ

28 It is just as I have told Pharaoh: God has 
revealed to Pharaoh what He is about to 
do.  

ר   ֶׁ֧ ה ֲאש  ל־ַפְרֹעִ֑ ְרִתי א  ר ִדַבֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ר ֲאש  ּוא ַהָדָבֵ֔ הַ֣
ה׃   ת־ַפְרֹעֹֽ ה א  ְרָאֵ֥ ה ה  ֵּ֖ ים ֹעש   ָהֱאֹלִהֹ֛

29 Immediately ahead are seven years of 
great abundance in all the land of Egypt.  

ץ   ר  ֵ֥ ֹול ְבכׇּל־א  ע ָגדֵּ֖ ֹות ָשָבֵ֥ ים ָבאִ֑ ַבע ָשִנֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ֹ֛ה ש  ִהנ 
ִים׃    ִמְצָרֹֽ

30 After them will come seven years of 
famine, and all the abundance in the land 
of Egypt will be forgotten. As the land is 
ravaged by famine,  

ן ְוִנְשַכֵ֥ח כׇּל־  יה ֵ֔ י ָרָע֙ב ַאֲחר  ֤ ַבע ְשנ  מּו ש ִ֜ ָקַ֠ ְוַ֠
ת־  ב א  ִים ְוִכָלֵ֥ה ָהָרָעֵּ֖ ץ ִמְצָרִ֑ ר  ַ֣ ע ְבא  ַהָשָבֵּ֖

ץ׃   ר   ָהָאֹֽ

31 no trace of the abundance will be left in 
the land because of the famine thereafter, 
for it will be very severe.  

ּוא   ב ַההֵּ֖ ֹ֛י ָהָרָעֵ֥ ץ ִמְפנ  ר  ע ַהָשָב֙ע ָבָאֵ֔ א־ִיָּוַד֤ ֹֹֽ ְול
ד׃   ּוא ְמֹאֹֽ ד הֵּ֖ ֵ֥ י־ָכב  ן ִכֹֽ ִ֑ י־כ   ַאֲחר 

32 As for Pharaoh having had the same dream 
twice, it means that the matter has been 
determined by God, and that God will soon 
carry it out.  

י־  ִים ִכֹֽ ה ַפֲעָמִ֑ ל־ַפְרֹעֵּ֖ ֹום א  ֹות ַהֲחלֹ֛ ל ִהָשנֶׁ֧ ְוַעַ֙
ר הָ  ֵ֥ ים ּוְמַמה  ם ָהֱאֹלִהֵ֔ ִעַ֣ ים  ָנ֤כֹון ַהָדָב֙ר מ  ֱאֹלִהֵּ֖

ֹו׃    ַלֲעשֹתֹֽ

33 “Accordingly, let Pharaoh find a man of 
discernment and wisdom, and set him over 
the land of Egypt.  

הּו   ֵּ֖ ֹון ְוָחָכִ֑ם ִויִשית  יש ָנבַ֣ ה ִאֵּ֖ א ַפְרֹעֵ֔ ַ֣ ְוַעָת֙ה י ר 
ִים׃   ץ ִמְצָרֹֽ ר  ֵ֥  ַעל־א 

34 And let Pharaoh take steps to appoint 
overseers over the land, and organize the 
land of Egypt in the seven years of plenty.  

֙ש   ץ ְוִחמ  ר  ים ַעל־ָהָאִ֑ ד ְפִקִדֵּ֖ ֵ֥ ה ְוַיְפק  ה ַפְרֹעֵ֔ ַ֣ ַיֲעש 
ע׃   ֵ֥י ַהָשָבֹֽ ַבע ְשנ  ֵּ֖ ִים ְבש  ץ ִמְצַרֵ֔ ר  ַ֣ ת־א   א 

35 Let all the food of these good years that are 
coming be gathered, and let the grain be 
collected under Pharaoh’s authority as 
food to be stored in the cities.  

ת   ֹות ַהָבֹאֵּ֖ ים ַהֹטבֵ֔ ֙ל ַהָשִנַ֣ כ  ת־כׇּל־ֹאַ֙ ּו א  ְוִיְקְבצֹ֗
ַחת ַיד־ ר ַתֶׁ֧ ה ְוִיְצְברּו־ָבֵּ֞ ל  ִ֑ ל  ָהא  כ  ה ֹאֵ֥ ַפְרֹעֹ֛

רּו׃   ים ְוָשָמֹֽ ָעִרֵּ֖  ב 

36 Let that food be a reserve for the land for 
the seven years of famine which will come 
upon the land of Egypt, so that the land 
may not perish in the famine.” 

ַב֙ע ְש  ֙ ץ ְלש  ר  ל ְלִפָקדֹו֙ן ָלָאֵ֔ כ  ה ָהֹא֤ ב  ְוָהָיַ֙ ַ֣י ָהָרָעֵ֔ נ 
ץ   ר  ת ָהָאֵּ֖ ֵ֥ א־ִתָכר  ֹֹֽ ִים ְול ץ ִמְצָרִ֑ ר  ַ֣ ֵּ֖יןָ ְבא  ר ִתְהי  ֵ֥ ֲאש 

ב׃    ָבָרָעֹֽ

 
  



V. 1-2 After two years’ time, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, when out came 
seven cows… 

B’RESHIT RABBAH….ketz sam l’chosech---he sets an end to the darkness [Job 28:3] Everything 
has an end, including the trials inflicted on any person….So Joseph’s liberation was not delayed 
a single instant beyond the time decreed…”and Pharaoh dreamed.” 
ZOHAR...I will heal you with your own wounds...” [Jeremiah 30:17] Dreams were at the root of 
Joseph’s misfortunes and now they will bring his, and Israel’s salvation. 

 
V.5/7 He feel asleep and dreamed a second time...Then Pharaoh awoke: it was a dream! 

MIDRASH HAGADOL...That is sheynit- like s’nunat---very different, strange, or incredible. 
KLI YAKAR...sheynit...The verse does not read “he dreamt more” but a “second time” to 
intimate that it was a single dream, somehow repeated in a different way. 
RASHI...v’hinei chalom-behold it was a dream- that is, it was now clear to him his dream was 
done. 
RASHBAM...Only when he was awake did he realize...v’hinei chalom...it was only a dream. 

 
V.12-13 There with us in prison was a Hebrew lad, a servant of the chief steward...and as he 
interpreted, so it came to be. 

RAMBAN...He perceived the truth of each dream; he did not bless all with a common 
understanding, but gave each man a unique one, interpreting in accord with the situation. 
IBN EZRA....By his positive interpretation of the dream, Joseph, in effect, restored the one to 
his post, and so caused the other to be hanged. 
BERESHIT RABBAH...The chief butler recalls Joseph in three ways: “Na-ar”- an unknowing youth 
unfit for distinction; an ‘Ivri’--a foreigner who does not speak the language; “Eved” a slave, as it 
is written in Egyptian law, who cannot wear the robes of a noble. 

 
V.14-16 Thereupon Pharaoh sent for Joseph...and said, “I’ve had a dream, but no one can interpret it. 
Now I have heard it said of you that for you to hear a dream is to interpret it’s meaning.” Joseph 
answered, “Not I! God will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.” 

SFORNO...Read “tishma chalom- you hear a dream- liftor otot- to interpret it.” Not merely 
guessing at the truth by chance, you understand by hearing the meaning it speaks. 
RASHI...Understand “bil-adi---from me” though God will put in my mouth “ya-aneh shalom, an 
answer for Pharoah’s welfare”...The counsel I share is not from me. 
HERTZ...It is not in me...Pharaoh assumed that Joseph was a professional interpreter of drams. 
Joseph’s answer is a fine combination of religious sincerity and courtly deference. 
SARNA...ya-aneh shalom…It is not that Joseph knows the interpretation of the dreams in 
advance; rather, he is convinced that this sudden turn of events which brought him from the 
dungeon into Pharaoh’s presence is providential. 

 
V.25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same, for that which God is 
about to do He has told to Pharaoh. 

ABRAVANEL...Both dreams are complements, one to another; they are two components of a 
single whole...The cows represent plowing and the ears of grain are the reaping. 
ZOHAR...Rabbi Yitzchak teaches, “The more prominent a person, the more significant the 
revelation granted.” Pharaoh’s dream was on Rosh Hashanah, [Talmud, RH, 10b] when a 
country’s destiny hangs in the balance. Thus Joseph understood, it was both dream and 
destiny---vital to all of Egypt. 

REMEZ…. The Hint…Searching for clues that gives us greater insight into the world of our ancestors 

 
 



V.28 It is just as I have been telling Pharaoh; God has revealed to Pharaoh what He is about to do. 
SFORNO...This is a revelation! Only the king can make provisions for saving his subjects in the 
future, and thanks to God---you can do just that! 

 
V.33 So now---let Pharaoh find a man of discernment and skill, and set him over the land of Egypt... 

RAMBAN...Joseph dared to offer the plan for perceived it to be part of the interpretation.... 
RASHI...Joseph’s advice was not part of the interpretation, but, confident of God’s guiding 
presence, He sought to share his own proposal...thinking of his own dreams as well.... 

V.15-16 Pharoah said to Joseph, Now I have heard it said of you that for you to hear a dream is to 

interpret it’s meaning.” Joseph answered, “Not I! God will see/respond to Pharoah's welfare.” 

MALKA DRUCKER....My rebbe, Harold Schulweis, once said that “The trajectory was Torah, 
Talmud, and Freud.” This week’s portion supports the claim that Torah is our collective, eternal 
dream, our metaphor for understanding ourselves and our place in the cosmos.... Mikez may 
spell an “end” to Joseph’s blindness, no longer confined by the ego---the transformation of 
darkness through another’s dream...To understand the brilliance of Joseph’s understanding of 
Pharaoh’s dream we have to go back a bit, to look who is speaking. Joseph is a work-in-progress, 
evolving into his best self...Perhaps only the prison then, in its isolation, provides the necessary 
darkness that Joseph needs to know himself. It is in the place of stillness that we hear ourselves 
weep. Joseph misses his father, his coat, his princely palace life, his privilege, and power over 
others. At first, he cannot find himself without his trappings; he is alone...But then he 
remembers, “God is with him” [39:23]...He needs to discover how God wants him to use his 
gifts. So, Joseph does more than explain the dream. He gives Pharaoh advice about what to do 
as a result. But, in so doing, he not alone shows that he has learned “all is ultimately in God’s 
hands’....Joseph has taught even Pharaoh the less as well... 

 

RABBI ADIN STEINSALTZ...When he was first sold as a slave, Joseph was probably desolate in 
the certainty that his dreams had been no more than wish fulfillment. Only when he reached 
greatness by living the dream of another was he able to observe when the appropriate time for 
his dream would be....Thus, Pharaoh’s dream becomes the basis of all Joseph’s actions...Note, 
therefore Joseph did not try to convert the good years into anything else or pretend that the 
difficult years would quickly end...He preserved the dream- how to live out its wisdom and not 
struggle against it...He developed from reverie and conceit to a man who experienced the 
dream, not as wish fulfillment, but as a burden of responsibility and a course of action...In 
embodying his dream, clinging to its inner insight, Joseph completed the circle of a profound 
life-saving experience---living out the dream. 
RABBI LARRY HOFFMAN....Life is very much the process of connecting the disparate dots of 
daily events that befall us. These dots may be ordinary or monumental, dream or reality, elating 
or tragic...Judaism urges us to see a broad canvas of dots as we determine the shape of our 
lives....for life is what we get when we string them together....To be human is to struggle for 
meaningful patterns among life’s dots...especially the ones we never asked for...To be Jewish is 
to shape meaning by becoming aware of the mystery of our existence...the Power that reveals 
a pattern, if only a dream... 

SOD…. The Secret …. What deeper knowing do we take away after spending time with the Torah text? 

 

DRASH …. The Interpretation…How do ancient truths impact our modern reality? 
 


