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KOSHI = What’s the Question that calls us to inquire? 
How do the seven days preceding the flood bring meaning to the flood itself, to life/death ever since, and to 

God? 

 

7:1 Then יהוה Adonai said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, with all your household, for you 
alone have I found righteous before Me in 
this generation. 

יְתָך ֶאל־  ַח בֹּא־ַאָתה ְוׇכל־בֵּ ָוה ְלנֹּ ֹּאֶמר ְיהֹּ ַוי

יק ְלָפַני ַבדֹור ַהֶזה׃  י ַצדִּ יתִּ ְתָך ָראִּ י־אֹּ ָבה כִּ  ַהתֵּ

2 Of every pure animal you shall take seven 
pairs, males and their mates, and of every 
animal that is not pure, two, a male and its 
mate; 

ל כֹּ ְבָעה    מִּ ְבָעה שִּ ַקח־ְלָך שִּ ָמה ַהְטהֹוָרה תִּ ַהְבהֵּ

וא   ָרה הִּ ָמה ֲאֶשר לֹּא ְטהֹּ ן־ַהְבהֵּ ְשתֹו ּומִּ יש ְואִּ אִּ

ְשתֹו׃  יש ְואִּ ם אִּ  ְשַניִּ

3 of the birds of the sky also, seven pairs, 
male and female, to keep seed alive upon 
all the earth. 

ָבה   ְבָעה ָזָכר ּוְנקֵּ ְבָעה שִּ ם שִּ עֹוף ַהָשַמיִּ ַגם מֵּ

 ְלַחיֹות ֶזַרע ַעל־ְפנֵּי ׇכל־ָהָאֶרץ׃ 

4 For in seven days’ time I will make it rain 
upon the earth, forty days and forty 
nights, and I will blot out from the earth 
all existence that I created.” 

ים עֹוד י ְלָימִּ יר ַעל־ָהָאֶרץ   כִּ י ַמְמטִּ כִּ ְבָעה ָאנֹּ שִּ

י ֶאת־ׇכל־  יתִּ ים ָלְיָלה ּוָמחִּ ים יֹום ְוַאְרָבעִּ ַאְרָבעִּ

ַעל ְפנֵּי ָהֲאָדָמה׃  י מֵּ יתִּ  ַהְיקּום ֲאֶשר ָעשִּ

5 And Noah did just as יהוה Adonai 
commanded him.  

ָוה׃  ָּוהּו ְיהֹּ ל ֲאֶשר־צִּ ַח ְככֹּ  ַוַיַעש נֹּ

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the 
Flood came, waters upon the earth. 

ם   אֹות ָשָנה ְוַהַמבּול ָהָיה ַמיִּ ש מֵּ ַח ֶבן־שֵּ ַעל־ ְונֹּ

 ָהָאֶרץ׃ 
7 Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ 

wives, went into the ark because of the 
waters of the Flood. 

תֹו ֶאל־  י־ָבָניו אִּ ְשתֹו ּוְנשֵּ ַח ּוָבָניו ְואִּ ַוָיבֹּא נֹּ

י ַהַמבּול׃  ְפנֵּי מֵּ ָבה מִּ  ַהתֵּ

8 Of the pure animals, of the animals that are 
not pure, of the birds, and of everything 
that creeps on the ground, 

יֶנָנה  ָמה ֲאֶשר אֵּ ן־ַהְבהֵּ ָמה ַהְטהֹוָרה ּומִּ ן־ַהְבהֵּ מִּ

ש ַעל־ָהֲאָדָמה׃ מֵּ ל ֲאֶשר־רֹּ ן־ָהעֹוף ְוכֹּ ָרה ּומִּ  ְטהֹּ

9 two of each, male and female, came to 
Noah into the ark, as God had commanded 
Noah. 

ם ָבאּו ם ְשַניִּ ָבה    ְשַניִּ ָבה ָזָכר ּוְנקֵּ ַח ֶאל־ַהתֵּ ֶאל־נֹּ

ַח׃ ים ֶאת־נֹּ ָּוה ֱאֹלהִּ  ַכֲאֶשר צִּ

10 And on the seventh day the waters of the 
Flood came upon the earth. 

י ַהַמבּול ָהיּו ַעל־ָהָאֶרץ׃  ים ּומֵּ ְבַעת ַהָימִּ י ְלשִּ  ַוְיהִּ

V. 1 … Then יהוה Adonai said to Noah, “Go into the ark, with all your household, for you alone have I 
found righteous before Me in this generation. 
  
 Genesis Rabbah 32… It was through God’s grace alone, not on his own merits, that Noah found 

shelter in the ark. For though Noah far exceeded his contemporaries, he had so little faith that he 

NOACH…. Genesis 7:1-10 
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did not enter the ark when bidden “Bo atah el ha-teyvah” [7:1] but only when the floodwaters 
had risen to his knees, after the week, “on that very day.” [7:13] 

 
V. 4… For in seven days’ time I will make it rain upon the earth,… 
 
 RASHI1… Go and calculate the years of Methuselah, and you will find that as the flood began 

when Noah was 600 [v. 6] so Methuselah was 969, the age at which he died [Genesis 5:27]. 
 
 PROFESSOR N. SARNA2… “Seven days’ time…” Presumably, this is the period needed for the 

future occupants of the ark to get aboard and be properly accommodated. Seven-day periods 
are characteristic of the story, as in the succession of periods for testing the waters after the 
flood, sending out a raven, then a dove. “to see whether the waters had abated” [Gen. 8:8] 

 
 RABBI ELIE MUNK3… Ibn Ezra4 notes that seven represents perfection since it is the only number 

completely independent of the decimal system—not a product nor a factor of the other numbers 
up to ten. RAMBAM5 notes that seven represents the weekly cycle instituted by God at Creation. 
R. Hirsch6 demonstrates that the number six is the sign of the visible world—created by God in 
six days, whereas seven is the sign of completion through God’s covenant…. From a psychological 
view, one can understand that repeated warnings after 120 years have lost their impact, and 
what was needed was a last appeal. During those seven days, Methuselah’s exemplary life 
should have made the people reflect, but alas…. 

 
V. 7… Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the 

Flood. 
 
 RASHI… Noah was lacking in faith, for even after seven days he waited, boarding only “mipnei 

mei ha-mabul, because of the flood waters,” for he still did not believe God would bring the 
flood. 

 
V. 10…  And on the seventh day the waters of the Flood came upon the earth. 
 
 JERUSALEM TALMID, MO’ED KATAN 3:5… R. Zeira asks And what was the nature of those seven 

days? The Holy One kept vigil over His world, mourning in sadness its impending doom… From 
God’s mourning we derive that the period of our mourning in death is, so too – seven days. Does 
then one mourn before another’s death? Human beings who do not know what the future brings 
mourn after death; God, who knows what tomorrow holds, mourns in advance…. 

  
 GEMARA SANHEDRIN 108b… What was the meaning of these seven days? Rav said: These were 

the days of the mourning for Methuselah, thus teaching that lamentation for the righteous 
postpones even divine retribution…. Another meaning: “after the seven days”… during which the 

 
1 Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (1040-1105) was a medieval French rabbi and author. 
2 Nahum Sarna (1923-2005) was a biblical scholar and translator. 
3 Rabbi Elie Munk (1900-1981) was a French rabbi and scholar. 
4 Abraham ben Meir ibn Ezra (1089-c.1167) was a biblical commentator and philosopher in the Middle Ages from Spain. 
5 Rambam (1137 - 1204 CE)  or Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon was perhaps the greatest intellectual and spiritual figure of 
post-Talmudic Judaism. He wrote indispensable works of philosophy, Halacha, commentary, and responsa. He was the 
first to produce a comprehensive commentary on the entire Mishnah. He also served as a physician. 
6 Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888) was a German Orthodox rabbi, author, and philosopher. 



Holy One gave everyone a foretaste of the World to Come, that they might know what great good 
they withheld from themselves…. 

 

 
 

RABBI MEIR OF LUBLIN7… “After the seven-day period the floodwaters came.” [v. 10] And when it 

was over, “only Noah was left.” [v. 23]… Torah does not now say, “Noah, who was righteous in his 

generation,” but rather “only Noah.” According to the Midrash, by doing nothing to sway his 

contemporaries during that seven-day period, and by “doing just as God commanded,” he was 

culpable. He who does not act to make others better thereby lowers himself…. So when he found 

that he and his family were the sole survivors, he realized, he was “only Noah,” for in the wake of 

such destruction, filled with a sense of inadequacy at such loss, his righteousness was of little 

consequence…. 

RABBI ELIE MUNK… After expressing deep hurt, [Gen. 6:6] God set aside a week of mourning before 

the cataclysm began. Similarly, God commanded Aaron and his sons “At the door of the Tent of 

Meeting shall you remain seven days, lest you die.” [Lev. 8:35] Seven days, that is, before the “Eighth” 

when death came to Nadav and Avihu…. It seems, perhaps, that the week of reflection, of meditation. 

It was meant to give people who were facing death a chance to make amends—to receive God’s 

pardon, knowing that even with their deaths, life could be affirmed…. So when King David’s son was 

deathly ill, he fasted and besought God. But when, on the 7th day, his beloved son was deathly ill, he 

fasted and besought God. But when, on the 7th day, his beloved son died, he “arose, washed and 

anointed himself, changed his clothes and asked that a meal be set before him.” His servants, 

astonished, did not understand, so David explained, “While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept, 

for I thought: Who knows God’s grace, that the child may still live? But now that my son is dead, 

should I fast in sackcloth and ashes? Can I bring him back again? I shall one day go to him, but he will 

never return to me.” [II Samuel, 12:20-23] 

ANNE BRENER… The end of Shiva is marked by performing an act that is forbidden during the seven 

days of mourning, such as cutting the hair or studying the Torah. In some Jewish communities, 

however, shiva is ended by hammering a nail into a wooden board. This rich image acknowledges 

that it is time to end the period of numbness and withdrawal, and begin to face the reality of death. 

The loud rap of the hammer wakes up the mourner and penetrates the layers of loss… More 

commonly, the end of shiva is marked by the mourner putting on shoes, leaving the house, and 

walking around the block…seeing, even with his or her loss, the world has still survived.8 

PROFESSOR ELIE WIESEL9… To be a Jew, therefore, is to ask a question—a thousand questions, yet always the 

same—of society, of oneself, of death and of God? Why and how survive in a universe which negates you? Or: 

How can you reconcile yourself with history and the grave it digs and transcends? … Without God, Jewish 

existence would intrigue only the sociologists. With [God], it both fascinates and baffles the theologians. 

Without God, the attempted annihilation of European Jewry would be relevant only on the level of history—

another episode in an inhumane war, and what war is not inhumane?... Yet remember Sartre’s phrase: ‘in love, 

 
7 Rabbi Meir of Lublin (1558-1616) was a Polish rabbi, Talmudist, posek, and commentator. 
8 Mourning & Mitzvah, pgs 104-105. 
9 Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) was a writer, professor, political activist, Nobel laureate, and Holocaust survivor. 
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one and one are one.’ For us, contemporary Jews, one and one are six million. Six million times one is God. For 

just as we cannot conceive of such slaughter with God, it is inconceivable without [God]. This is perhaps the 

final absurdity of the event: all roads lead to it; but all explanations fail… If God is an answer, it must be the 

wrong answer… But I repeat—the interrogation is twofold; the question God poses to man may be the same 

man poses to God. The interrogation is twofold, and it is up to you to claim it as your own.10 

RABBI BRADLEY SHAVIT ARTSON11… Perhaps the discomfort we feel with the flood story—with its epic 

devastation and universal horror—is precisely the response we are intended to have. By demonstrating that 

even in the best of hands violence soon escalates beyond all control or direction or justice, Torah urges us to 

work toward a day when children are not taught through blows, when lovers don’t express rage through 

beatings, when nations do not wage bloody conflicts… The rainbow is a reminder of the need to build 

coalitions… a call to confirm God’s pledge “not to doom the earth because of humanity.” Out of the horror of 

the flood can emerge a new commitment to life. God has already spoken. Have you? 

 
10 One Generation After pg. 215-216. 
11  


