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Jerusalem of Gold

The mountain air is clear as water.
The scent of pines around

Is carried on the breeze of twilight,
And tinkling bells resound.

The trees and stones there softly slumber,

A dream enfolds them all.
So solitary lies the city,
And at its heart a wall.

Oh, Jerusalem of gold, and of light and of bronze,

| am the lute for all your songs.

How wells ran dry of all their water,
Forlorn the market square,

The Temple Mount dark and deserted,
In the OId City there.

And in the caverns in the mountain,
The winds howl to and fro,

And no-one takes the Dead Sea highway,

That leads through Jericho.
Oh, Jerusalem of gold

But as | sing to you, my city,
And you with crowns adorn,

I am the least of all your children,
Of all the poets born.

Your name will scorch my lips forever,
Like a seraph's kiss, I'm told,

If | forget thee, golden city,

Jerusalem of gold.

Oh, Jerusalem of gold

The wells are filled again with water,
The square with joyous crowd,

On the Temple Mount within the City,
The Shofar rings out loud.

Within the caverns in the mountains,
A thousand suns will glow,

We'll take the Dead Sea road together,
That runs through Jericho.
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Jerusalem of iron

In vour dark places, Jerusalem,

we found a loving heart

as we came to broaden yvour borders
and overthrow the enemy.

We had our fill of his mortars,,
and dawn broke suddenly —

it had just risen, not vet white
and was already red.

Jerusalem of iron,,
and of lead, and of blackness,
have we not declared vour walls free?

The shelled battalion broke ahead,
all covered in blood and smoke,
and mother after mother

joined the hosts of the bereaved.

Biting its lips, fatigued,

the battalion kept fighting,

till the flag was finally replaced
above the museum.

Jerusalem of iron,,

The king’s battalions are scattered,
the sniper s tower hushed

Now the way is open to the Dead Sea
by the Jericho road.

Now the Temple Mount is open
and the Western Wall,,

here you are in the light of dusk
almost all of you gold.

Jerusalem of iron,,

and of lead, and of dream
Let peace dwell for ever
Among your walls
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Jerusalem of Gold -
Text Study Sources
Jerusalem of Gold - A City of Gold
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Wherewith may a woman go out and
wherewith may she not go out [on
Shabbat, lest she carry something on the
Sabbath]? A woman may not go out with
cords of wool nor with cords of flax nor
[may she go out with] a leather thong on
her head Nor [may she go out with] a
city of gold [tiara][But] if she does go out
[on Shabbat wearing] any of these items
she does not have to bring a sin
offering. (M. Shabbat 6:1, Bavli 57a)

According to Rabbi Eliezer (B. Shabbat
59b), the women who wear "cities of gold" are women of wealth and are most
unlikely to take them off to show them to someone and thereby violate the Sabbath
prohibitions by carrying these items. In another place in the Bavli, a "Jerusalem of
Gold" is described as a crown worn by a bride (B. Sotah 49b). Crowns are also
associated with Torah, as that is the adornment that beautifies more than any
other (M. Taanit 4:8). However, all the sages agree that if a woman does go out on
the Sabbath wearing any such items she is not liable for a sin offering. In other
words, it would be better if she wouldn't wear them in the first place but if she
does wear them we do not punish her.

In its commentary on this Mishna, the Yerushalmi relates the following story about
Rabbi Akiba:

A tale [is told] about Rabbi Akiba that he made his wife a [tiara of the type known
as] a city of gold. Rabban Gamliel's wife saw it and became jealous of her. [Rabban




Gamliel] said to her: If you would do for me as much as she did for him I would
[buy you one, for] she sold the braids from her head and gave them to him that he
might study Torah. (Y. Shabbat 6:1// B. Shabbat 59b)




So solitary lies the . DAY TTIA AYN PYN
city

Lamentations 1
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' become as a widow! She that was

' great among the nations, and
princess among the provinces, how is
' she become tributary! She weepeth
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I am the lute (accompaniment) for all your -ams»x 1w 935
songs

Zion - Thou Art Anxious for News of thy Captives

Yehuda Halevi

"Zion, thou art doubtless anxious for news of thy captives;

they ask after thee, they who are the remainder of thy flock

From West and East and North and South, from near and far;

bring peace from every side.

And peace is the desire of the captive, who giveth his
tears

like the dew on the Hermon and yearns for the day
they will fall on thy hills

I am a mourner who weeps for your poverty and
when I dream

of the return I am the accompaniment to thy songs.
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How wells ran dry of all their water?

These verses including the questions How? Are traditionally read on the Shabbat before
the 9th of Av

Deuteronomy 1

10. The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of heaven
for multitude. — 11. The LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand times so many
more as ye are, and bless you, as He hath promised you! —12. How can1 myself alone bear

your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife? 13. Get you, from each one of your tribes,
wise men, and understanding, and full of knowledge, and I will make them heads over you.'




Isaiah 1

18. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD;
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.

21 HOW is the faithful city become a harlot! She that was

tull of justice, righteousness lodged in her, but now
murderers.

Lamentations 1

How doth the city sit solitary that was full of
people! How is she become as a widow! She that was
great among the nations, and princess among the
provinces, how is she become tributary.
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Wells - Water Cisterns - Fountains of living waters
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Jeremiah 2

12 Be astonished, O
ye heavens, at this,
and be horribly
afraid, be ye
exceeding amazed,
saith the LORD. 13
For My people have
committed two evils:
they have forsaken

Me, the fountain of
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can
hold no water. 14 Is Israel a servant? Is he a home-born slave? Why is he
become a prey? 15 The young lions have roared upon him, and let their
voice resound; and they have made his land desolate, his cities are laid
waste, without inhabitant.
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And you with crowns adorn

Bavli Menachot page 29b
Rav Yehuda quoted Rav:

When Moses ascended to the Heights [to receive the
Torah] he found God sitting and drawing crownlets
upon the letters. Moses said to God, "Master of the
Universe, what is staying Your hand [from giving me
the Torah unadorned]?"

7 God replied, "There is a man who will arise many

generations in the future, his name is Akiba b. Yosef.

£ 3 He will exegetically infer mound upon mound of
halakhot (laws) from each and every title."
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I am the least of all your children - meaning; I am not worthy

Genesis 32

10.And Jacob said: 'O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father
Isaac, O LORD, who saidst unto me: Return unto thy country, and to thy
kindred, and I will do thee good; 11 I am not worthy of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which Thou hast shown unto Thy servant; for with my
staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two camps. 12 Deliver
me, I pray Thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for 1

13




fear him, lest he come and smite me, the mother with the children. 13 And
Thou saidst: I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of
the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.'
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“ Your name will scorch my lips forever, like a seraph's

kiss, I'm told..

Numbers 21

6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and
much people of Israel died 7 And the people came to Moses, and said: 'We have sinned,
because we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that
He take away the serpents from us.' And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD
said unto Moses: 'Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he seeth it, shall live.' 9 And Moses made a
serpent of brass, and set it upon the pole; and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten
any man, when he looked unto the serpent of brass, he lived.

Deuteronomy 12

12 lest when thou hast eaten and art satisfied, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt
therein; 13 and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 then thy heart be lifted up, and thou
forget the LORD thy God, who brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage; 15 who led thee through the great and dreadful wilderness, wherein
were serpents, fiery serpents, and scorpions, and thirsty ground where was no water;
who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 16 who fed thee in the wilderness
with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that He might afflict thee, and that He might
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prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 17 and thou say in thy heart: 'My power
and the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth.'

Isaiah 6

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted
up, and His train filled the temple. 2 Above Him stood the seraphim; each one had six
wings: with twain he covered his face and with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly. 3 And one called unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD
of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory. 4 And the posts of the door were moved at
the voice of them that called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 Then said I: Woe is
me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 6 Then
flew unto me one of the seraphim, with a glowing stone in his hand, which he had
taken with the tongs from off the altar; and he touched my mouth with it, and said: Lo,
this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin expiated.

JERUSALEM
Yehuda Halevi

Beautiful heights, city of a great King,

From the western coast my desire burns towards thee.
Pity and tenderness burst in me, remembering

Thy former glories, thy temple now broken stones.

| wish I could fly to thee on the wings of an eagle
And mingle my tears with thy dust.

| have sought thee, love, though the King is not there

And instead of Gilead’s balm, snakes and scorpions.

17




Let me fall on thy broken stones and tenderly kiss them—

The taste of thy dust will be sweeter than honey to me.

18




Psalms 137
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1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we
remembered Zion. 2 Upon the willows in the midst thereof we hanged up
our harps. 3 For there they that led us captive asked of us words of song,
and our tormentors asked of us mirth: 'Sing us one of the songs of Zion.'
How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a foreign land? 5 If I forget thee, O
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 6 Let my tongue cleave to
the roof of my mouth, if I remember thee not; if I set not Jerusalem above
my chiefest joy. 7 Remember, O LORD, against the children of Edom the
day of Jerusalem; who said: 'Rase it, rase it, even to t
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