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Dear friends,
As you read this month's bulletin it is clear that very little that we had planned for the
spring and summer will occur in the ways we had imagined. In fact, it is quite possible that
plans laid out below and throughout will have changed. But no matter! Every day, our most
important job is to wake up, take in where we are...physically, emotionally, spiritually….and
make a plan for the day ahead.
One of my favorite teachings by Reb Nachman of Bratzlav, the 18th Century Hasidic master, has recently
become something of a mantra for me. He writes: “When a person must cross an exceedingly narrow bridge, the
general principle and the essential thing is not to frighten yourself at all.”
While we sing the Hebrew words of this teaching “gesher tzar m’od,” and refer to the idea of the world being
a very narrow bridge often, we generally misquote the Hebrew and therefore alter the meaning of the text seeing
it as a directive to ‘not be afraid,’ rather than how Reb Nachman actually meant it, which was “do not be consumed
by fear.”
There is a big difference between expecting no anxiety, uncertainty and worry and acknowledging those
realities but still committing to find ways to make them part of our lives, without letting them consume our lives.
Reb Nachman’s teaching was made for this moment as we face the Covid-19 pandemic. The world is a very narrow
bridge. Everyone around the world is on that bridge together. But, as we make our way across it, step-by-step, we
can be certain that Temple Beth-El is here to help us help each other to not be consumed by fear.
There are many ways we are gathering and connecting online together. I encourage you to visit www.beth-elsa.org
and to read our weekly email where we are posting our most up to date information. We are using our livestream,
Zoom and Facebook live for worship, study and other programming. Now is a good time to familiarize yourself with
these platforms or reach out to Temple Staff who can assist you.
Now, more than ever, finding ways to find comfort and connection in each other’s presence is essential. While
we cannot physically be together, Reb Nachman’s teaching can serve as our inspiration and guide. By connecting
online, reaching out to each other and finding ways to create structure and meaning in our daily lives we are better
prepared to cross that narrow bridge together.
							

With prayers for health, patience and compassion,

							Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi

Tikkun Olam Opportunities While in Isolation
We wanted to inform you of several important opportunities for helping out those in need in our community.
That being said, CDC is suggesting that if you are 60 years or older and/or have a compromised immune system—
you should stay home no matter what!
Don’t forget to use #BringingTheDomeHome for us to see all your amazing projects.

For the Hungry:

Helping Your Neighbor:

Jewish context: “Share your bread with the hungry, and take
the wretched poor into your home. When you see the naked,
clothe him, and do not ignore your own kin.” Isaiah 58:7
• Pack a meal for students with Cereal Killer Sweets
(cerealkillersweets.com)
		 • Volunteer to prepare the meals each morning
		 at 9:00 am
		 • Donate peanut butter, jelly, bread, drinks,
		 and chips, or money
• Deliver a Meal with Meals on Wheels (mowsatx.org)
• Donate to the San Antonio Food Bank (safoodbank.org)

Jewish context: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Leviticus 19:9
• Mow their lawn
• Wash their car
• Walk their dog
• Knit or sew:
		 • Donate your work to Haven for Hope, Center
		 for Refugee Services, or the Children’s Shelter.
		 •		View instructions on how to make a no-sew blanket
		 •		Learn how to sew virtually with a family member
• Spring Cleaning:
		 • Many of the items are gladly accepted at Haven
		 for Hope, SAMMinistries, and other organizations
		 including our adopted schools, Edison High School
		 and Travis Early College

For Those in Need:
Jewish context:“Your heart shall not be grieved when you
give.” Deuteronomy 15:10
• Donate blood by making an appointment at tinyurl.com/
tbeappointment
• Donate to the Texas Diaper Bank (texasdiaperbank.org)

Teaching:
Jewish context: “You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down,
and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:7
• Tell a story and upload a video at tinyurl.com/
quarantinelearningcenter
• Volunteer Tutoring:
		 • Fill out tinyurl.com/TBEtutor if you are a tutor/
		 teacher or if you are looking for one—Temple
		 will match you up

Advocacy:

For Older Adults:
Jewish context: “Stand up in the presence of the aged, show
respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord.”
Leviticus 19:32
• Help deliver groceries/run errands:
• Writing a letter or making a card:
		 • Need an address? Contact Ross Halfant at
		ross@beth-elsa.org.
		 • Visit tinyurl.com/tbevitualcard to send a virtual
		 kindness card.
• Technology for Seniors:
		 •		Free classes at Senior
			Planet - San Antonio
			(seniorplanet.org)

Jewish context: “Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof—Justice, justice you
shall pursue, that you may live, and inherit the land which
the Lord your God gave you.” Deuteronomy 16:18
• Writing a Letter to an Elected Official about an
important issue to you or your family
• Start a Campaign about an important issue to you
or your family
		 • Create flyers, present via live stream, get in touch
		 with the local newspapers, and/or start a petition

Working Outside:
Jewish context: “The Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” Gen. 2:15
• Planting seeds in Dixie cups
• Weeding out the backyard or apartment complex
• Planting a tree
• Decorating a compost or recycling bin
• Creating a butterfly puddle through tinyurl.com/
butterflypuddle
• Making seed balls through tinyurl.com/tbeseedballs
• Building and/or painting a birdhouse
• Litter pick-up

April 5
Last year, dozens of
Temple Beth-El volunteers
participated in Good Deeds Day,
an international day of community service. This year,
Temple Beth-El is once again having a day filled with
mitzvot and comradery. Our original in-person service
projects have been postponed for a later date, but
that doesn't mean we can't still do our part in repairing the world.
Therefore, all day April 5 we are encouraging
you to do good deeds and service projects that
can be done from the comfort of your home. Use
the hashtag #BringingtheDomeHome for us to see all
your wonderful projects. Check out our Facebook
event page for even more ideas: www.facebook.com/
events/567800140481229.

Good Deeds Day Goes Virtual
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Shalom Y’all
A Warm Welcome to our New Member

Gabrielle “Gabbe” Grodin

Helping Prevent Senior
Isolation
Temple member DeAnne Cuellar-Cintron has passed on
to us materials created especially to help seniors with technology, which is important right now, in light of COVID-19.
DeAnne works for Older Adult Technology Services
(OATS), which is the parent company of Senior Planet.
Senior Planet technology classes are available online, but
one must first be a member, which is free, You can sign up
for the free membership online at tinyurl.com/rwbswk8.
Once enrolled, seniors will have access to the Senior
Planet help team, which can help individuals or groups with
technology issues, and classes are offered online. You will receive an email each week outlining the classes available, and
you will also receive contact information for technology help.
Zoom has become a great way for people to stay in
touch during this period of social distancing, and we are
using it frequently to communicate with one another at
Temple Beth-El. OATS has an excellent Zoom tutorial
available at tinyurl.com/wmegt76.
Go to tinyurl.com/romh2ek for an example of one class,
called "Preventing Social Distancing," which is purely a fun
social gathering each day.

Passover
On the first night of Passover we traditionally ask
the question “why is this night different from all other
nights?” This year we will add an additional question,
“why is this year different than all other years?”
We look forward to celebrating Passover with
friends, family, and community. But this year will inevitably be different since we cannot all be physically
together.
As of the date of printing this bulletin, we are
planning to offer online opportunities for us to gather
together as a community rather than in-person in our
homes and in the Temple. Please keep an eye out for
Temple emails and on our Facebook page for details
and links which will be available in early April.
We wish you all a chag sameach.

Temple Book Chavurah
April 28 | 7:00 pm | Zoom

Rosh Hodesh

Wednesdays | 7:00 pm | Zoom
April 22 | May 20
Join us for Rosh Hodesh Iyar
on April 22 at 7:00 pm via a Zoom
meeting. Rabbi Nathan will lead a
discussion on Batsheva. You can
find the book, Listen to Her Voice:
Women of the Hebrew Bible by
Miki Raver in the Temple library
or on Amazon tinyurl.com/
RH-HerVoice.
RSVP to tinyurl.com/tbe-rhodesh
to be sent meeting details.
April 2020

This book group for adults of all ages meets every
other month on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, and in the
past year, the discussions have been diverse, lively, and
interesting. All are welcome to join at any time.
Make plans and mark your calendar for the
following discussions:
April 28—The Art of Racing
in the Rain by Garth Stein
“The perfect book for anyone who knows that some of
our best friends walk beside us
on four legs; that compassion
isn’t only for humans; and that
the relationship between two
souls...meant for each other
never really comes to an end.”
June 30—The Huntress by
Kate Quinn
RSVP or ask to be added to the notification list
for this group and to receive the Zoom invitation prior
to each session by contacting Geri Gregory at geri@
beth-elsa.org.
Page 3

In the Temple Family
We congratulate those celebrating life’s joyous occasions…
Norman and Carol Golden Miller, z” l, on the birth
of their grandson, Cooper Harry Miller, born to Adam and
Karen Miller, in Dallas.
Leslie Selig Byrd and Rick Byrd, on the birth of their
grandson, Davis “Wren” Donnenfield, born to Emily and
Noah Donnenfield, in Houston. Congratulations also to
Wren’s great-grandfather, Clyde Selig.
We congratulate those who have achieved something
extra-special…
Mel Eichelbaum, whose book, The Legal Aid Lawyer,
was cited and specially mentioned in the publication of the
Southern Jewish Historical Society newsletter, as well as his
article regarding the book.
We congratulate those celebrating milestone birthdays in
April…
Riley Akers, Mary Catherine Allen, Mary Anne
Barnett, Ann Barshop, Dr. Larry Cohen, Phyllis Davis,
Ellie Drileck, AJ Edelman, Marshall Fein, Adam Gurwitz,
Jeanne Gurwitz, Nancy Hoenig, Reva Kaden, Prissy
Kaufman, Dr. Brad Kayser, Natalie Kramer, D’Ann
Mabry, Carol Magloff, Lawrence Markey, Kathryn Miller,
Marjorie Miller, Alice Perloff, Kevin Salzburg-Felts,
Joyce Shefts, Samuel Silberman, and Phyllis Weinstein.
We wish a hearty “Mazal Tov” to Frieda Fischer,
who will be 101 in April.
We congratulate those celebrating milestone
anniversaries in April…
25 Years:
		
		
30 Years:

Carol and Jonathan Clark
Dr. Debra Morrow and Dwight Downing
Lisa and Kelly Sechler
Eric and Missy Rindler

Shalom Y’all

Are you unaffiliated or know someone

We note with sorrow the passing of our members…
Jerry Kelfer
Husband of Roxana Kelfer
Rosalie Miller
William Podorzer
Husband of Madeline Podorzer
Sidney Shaenfield
Husband of Marion Shaenfield
Step-father of Rachelle Mann
The Congregation extends its sincere condolences
to the families of…
Jack Clay Richmond
father of Clay (and Tory) Richmond

Keep the Temple Informed
We rely on our Temple members, their friends and
family to let us know when someone is hospitalized
or suffering any illness or bereavement, or would just
enjoy a call or visit from the clergy or a member of the
congregation. The clergy would also like to hear good
news, such as celebrating a birth or other simchah.
Please share this information with our clergy by calling
Iris Berman-Smith at 210-733-9135 ext. 106 or email
iris@beth-elsa.org.

who is interested in joining our
Congregation?
Contact Rabbi Alan Berlin at
aberlin@beth-elsa.org

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for the May Temple Bulletin will be
Friday, April 10, at 12:00 pm. All articles and photos
must be submitted by that time.
Articles and photos may be submitted via email to
geri@beth-elsa.org. Articles may not exceed 250 words.
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Sunday Scholars Series

Being Jewish in a Non-Jewish World:
Locating Ourselves in the Mirror of History
Monthly Adult Learning Focused on Our Congregational Theme

Sunday, April 19 | 9:30–11:00 am
Temple Beth-El promotes life-long learning and
therefore offers learning opportunities for every stage
of life. In addition to exceptional youth educational
opportunities, Temple Beth-El also offers a robust adult
education program. One example of adult learning is our
Sunday morning series which in recent years has been
taught by Rachel Stern. Rachel holds master’s degrees in
both Jewish Education and Jewish Non-Profit Management
and has been in Jewish education for over 20 years. Rachel
currently serves as the Chief Learning and Engagement
Officer for Shalom Austin. This year in addition to classes
taught by Rachel, we have offered sessions with Rabbi
Samuel Stahl, and two of our visiting scholars, Cantor Evan
Kent and Rabbi Carole Balin.
The Sunday classes focus on a yearly theme and explore a
multitude of angles. This year the theme is “Being Jewish in
a Non-Jewish World: Locating Ourselves in the Mirror of
History.” The class draws a diverse crowd and while there is
great learning, the atmosphere is relaxed and comfortable to

ensure learners of all levels feel welcome and included. Some
participants are parents of religious school students inspired
to learn with their children, while others are exploring Judaism
for themselves. Some participants attend all the sessions,
while others come for the specific topics of their interest.
Everyone is welcome, and everyone becomes part of the
unique classroom community that Temple has fostered.
You will leave with new ideas to think about and happy that
you took this time for yourself.
The final session will be conducted remotely via Zoom.
Keep an eye out for our weekly emails and Facebook page
for Zoom login info:

April 19 | Rachel Stern*
Impact and Influence What is the footprint that modern
day Jewish philanthropists, entrepreneurs, intellectuals
and advocates contribute to the world around them?
* Funded in part by the generosity of the Gilbert & Ruth Lang
Human Development Fund.

Erev Purim
Megillah Reading and
Text Study with Rabbi Yergin

April 2020
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Summer Day Camp
Needs You!
This summer marks the twelfth year Temple will
open its doors to our community children, who might not
otherwise have a safe, nurturing place to go. 100% of the
children in the San Antonio ISD receive free meals during
the school year, but many families struggle in the summer
to provide healthy options to their kids. CreativKids
partners with the San Antonio Food Bank to make sure our
children receive breakfast and lunch each day. In between
meals, we provide fun, educational activities to keep their
bodies and minds active and engaged. CreativKids is run
solely on grants, donations, and volunteers, and we would
love to have your help! Do you have a creative skill or an
activity you’d like to share? Do you like assisting teachers?
Do you enjoy reading to children or playing games? Do you
want to help serve meals? We can use you! Please check
out our web page at CreativKids.org where you can sign
up to volunteer or purchase items
on our Amazon Wishlist (http://a.co/
btACz5m). We have volunteer spots
for adults and young adults, age
13 and up. If you have questions or
ideas for us, you can email one of the
directors: Robyn Rosen at snr711@aol.
com or Kathi Kardon at kardon595@
gmail.com, or you can call Kathi at
210-322-8017. Camp starts June 8,
and we’d love to see you there!
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Kay Stein Named Sisterhood’s
Or Tamid Award Recipient
Save the Date to Honor Kay—Sunday, June 7
Kay Stein, middle child in a family
of three girls, was born and raised in
Beaumont, Texas. The six students in
her “Sunday” school class studied in the
basement of historical Temple Emanuel,
a Reform congregation where both her
parents grew up and later married.
TOFTY (NFTY-TOR) conclaves, Texas Jewish camps,
board meetings, and being chosen to attend NFTY Institute
made lasting impressions and helped with Jewish involvement and leadership.
Cooking is her passion! She loves to entertain and feed
people. Her first self-named “head chef position” was at the
annual family reunion held at the beach where meals were
consumed by 15 to 20 people three times a day for a week!
The beach, almost any beach, is where Kay would rather be!
As far as Kay is concerned, organic gardening goes hand
in hand with cooking and has been a lifetime hobby. After
completing her Master Gardeners course, she gave back to
the community participating in the school garden program
at inner city schools. She also created gardens at her grandson’s school and her mother-in-law’s and daughter’s homes.
Kay co-chaired the Temple Cooking Project for several years. Her skills were tested as she learned to prepare
meals for groups of 75 and larger for the San Antonio Aids
Foundation, preparing special dinners for visiting Rabbis,
Congregational Purim dinners, and more. She baked often,
prepared Onegs on Friday afternoons, and was featured on
TV’s “Where’s Cleto” teaching the community how to make
Latkes at Chanukah.

On the Sisterhood Board, Kay has served as Director,
Recording Secretary, YES Fund Chair, and Parliamentarian.
Three Sisterhood Presidents have honored her with the
Sisterhood’s President’s Award for outstanding service.
At present she is the YES Fund Chair for the WRJ
Southwest District.
When Kay was 16, her SAFTY friend Carol Golden (z’ l),
introduced her to Dennis Stein in the Temple Beth-El parking lot. After attending The University of Texas in Austin
where she studied Home Economics and was a member of
AEPhi sorority, Kay and Dennis married and settled in San
Antonio. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary last
year. Kay and Dennis have two daughters, Dina and Tracy,
and four grandchildren, Hunter, Max, Taylor, and Tatum. Kay
has prioritized her time to be with her grandchildren and can
be found watching Taylor and Tatum currently competing in
soccer, basketball, volleyball, and track. The youngest Max
completed a school obstacle course fundraiser and Kay was
there to cheer him on. Hunter, the oldest grandchild spent
two weeks in Hawaii with Kay doing internships at an Orchid
Farm and an organic coffee farm. They share the love of
orchids and take care of a collection they have grown over
the past 12 years.
Kay spent many years riding, training, and showing
horses. As President of the San Antonio Saddle Horse Association, she loved putting on horse shows taking pride in
the fact that they were not only well attended but profitable.
She worked with Dennis for a few years at Speed and Sport,
their automotive shop, but preferred being the Director of
Operations at the Stein Household.

Purim Gifts to Hungry and Homeless
In anticipation of Purim, Rabbi Nathan and Temple
President Jim Halff sent letters to all Temple members
asking them to help the hungry and homeless in San
Antonio. At Purim, all Jews are required to aid the poor and
needy. Over $5,200 was collected and will be divided among
SAMMinistries, MAZON (a Jewish response to hunger), the
San Antonio Food Bank, and the Temple’s own food pantry.
Those members who contributed (as of 3/15) include:
Barbara Baruch and John Ackerman, Carol and Steve
Baskin, Kay Nell Bates, Trent Boarnet and Mark Ingram,
Elise and Craig Boyan, Dr. Marjorie Brody, Ruth and
Richard Butler, Chelsea and Nick Cataldi, Sabina Chalaire,
Dr. Mel Cohen, Pam and Robert Cohen, Phyllis Davis
and Dr. Leonard Seidner, Arlene Dryer, Marlene and Mel
Eichelbaum, Dr. Marcia and Marty Epner, Hazel Feldman,
Dale Flashberg, Ellie and Dr. Marvin Forland, Myra and
Ross Frapart, Ruth Friedberg, Judy Garrison, Terry Glaser,
Libby and Stephen Golden, Ilene and Larry Goldman, Bill
Goodman, Leo Greenblum, Geri Gregory, Miriam Grossman,
Julie and Bill Harris, Marsha Hendler, Leslie Hyman and Phil
Lynch, Betty and Mel Indyk, Ro and Jesse Insler, Mitch Kaliff
and Bruce Smiley Kaliff, Suzanne Kasanoff, Tom Kaufman,
April 2020

Elaine and Steve Kovner, Michael Janko, Michele and
Alan Krapf, Alicia Leff and Dr. Stephen Shanfield, Ilene and
Dr. Lewis Levitan, Iris and Warren Lieberman, Ann and Dr.
Hank Lipsitt, Hannah Margolis, Stephanie and John Nagy,
Harriet and Sam Neuman, Harriet and David Oppenheimer,
Kathi and John Oppenheimer, Joan and Donald Plotnick,
Ann Pomerantz, Judge Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg,
Helene and Arthur Riklin, Jutta von Borg-Roth and Mickey
Roth, Iris Rubin, Drs. Teresa Ruiz and Gary Kurzban, Heidi
and Dr. Larry Schoenfeld, Leslie Selig Byrd and Rick Byrd,
Doris Spector, Lynn and Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl, Sheila and
Jack Stein, Frances and Harris Sterling, Leslie and Dr. Jon
Tramer, Eleanor Vogel, Ethel and Dr. Ricky Wayne, Rene and
Marty Wender, Marcia Goren Weser and Dr. Elliot Weser,
and Ruthie and Dick Wurzburg.
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Temple
Beth-El
MitzVotes!
Temple
Beth-El MitzVotes!

We had over 130 members vote in the 38th World Zionist Congress Elections
this year! If you voted and haven’t told us,
Temple Beth-El members participating in civic engagement in the 38th World Zionist Congress Elections!
or would like to receive a free sticker or reusable tote bag, contact Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org.

Donating to the Community Crisis Campaign
sends a powerful message that we are
stronger together in the face of uncertainty.
Our community needs YOUR help!

jfsatx.org/ways-to-give
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World Zionist Congress
Election Result
After seven weeks of voting, the results are in for the
38th World Zionist Congress (WZC) elections. These
elections for the “parliament of the Jewish people” happen
every five years and are the only democratic opportunity
for diaspora Jewry to influence Israel’s national institutions.
With voting ending March 11, a whopping 120,000 votes were
cast—more than double the turnout of the previous WZC
elections in 2015. Out of the 15 slates on the ballot, nearly
1,800 candidates were competing for 152 American seats
within the congress, facilitated by the American Zionist
Movement (AZA). Below you will find the top 5 slates.
Thanks to all who voted in our community, the Vote Reform
slate won!
Slate		Votes
Vote Reform		 31,500
Orthodox Israel Coalition—Mizrachi		 21,698
Eretz Hakodesh		 20,023
MERCAZ USA		 14,666
ZOA Coalition 		 10,313
You can read more about the election results, including
the other slates, by visiting tinyurl.com/azmresults.

Stay Connected
We want to remain connected to you during this fragile time for our community. Our staff is working remotely
from their homes until it is safe for us to reopen the Temple
offices. During this period it is best to reach our staff at their
email addresses below. Please be sure to visit beth-elsa.org
and our Temple Facebook page (tinyurl.com/fb-tbe) for up to
date information.
Rabbi Mara S. Nathan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . MNathan@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Marina Yergin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MYergin@beth-elsa.org
Cantor Julie Berlin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JBerlin@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Alan Berlin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ABerlin@beth-elsa.org
Executive Director
Leah Apothaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leah@beth-elsa.org
Director of Congregational Learning
Joel Swedlove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joel@beth-elsa.org
Director of Youth Programs & Informal Education
Iris Berman-Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Iris@beth-elsa.org
Clergy and Cemetery Administrator
Geri Gregory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geri@beth-elsa.org
Member Services Coordinator
Ross Halfant, Social Justice Fellow. . . . .  Ross@beth-elsa.org
Michael Ringel, Controller. . . . . . . . . . . .Michael@beth-elsa.org
Edith Vanderventer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Edith@beth-elsa.org
Rabbinic Assistant & Cantorial Assistant
Sara Planto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sara@beth-elsa.org
Religious School Administrator
Dollie Closna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollie@beth-elsa.org
Administrative Assistant

Save the Date

Panel Lunch and Learn on Voter Rights
Saturday, May 2 | 12:00 pm
The Social Action Committee will be holding their biannual Social Action Potluck on Saturday, May 2 at 12:00 pm.
This panel will primarily focus on the issues of voter rights,
voter suppression, and civic engagement and will feature
speakers from the League of Women Voters, Education
Voter Rights Initiative (EVRI), and Antioch Baptist Church.
Much of the conversation will be centered on the documentary “Suppressed: The Fight to Vote.” It is strongly
encouraged that you view the film ahead of time and you
can do so, for free, by visiting tinyurl.com/tbefight2vote.
If we are able, this event will take place at Temple
Beth-El, however, if we are unable this will be a virtual
discussion taking place via Zoom call. You can register by
visiting tinyurl.com/sacvotingrights. If you don’t have a computer or smart phone, any type of phone device will work.
Although we will not be serving food, please consider
joining this “potluck” by bringing your lunch.
April 2020

Panelists include representatives
from the following:
League of Women Voters: A nonpartisan organization
that encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.
Education Voter Rights Initiative (EVRI): A program
dedicated to registering local area high school students
to vote, promote civic engagement & education, and train
voter deputy registrars.
Antioch Baptist Church: Since 1935, Antioch Baptist
Church has been committed to the transformation of their
neighborhood spiritually, socially, educationally, and culturally. For the past 5 years, Antioch and Temple Beth-El have
created a lasting bond through their Martin Luther King Jr.
pulpit exchange.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Ross
Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Contributions of Our Members and Friends

Contributions received in the Temple office by Friday April 10 will appear in the May Temple Bulletin. Contributions received
after April 10 will appear in the June/July Temple Bulletin. Contributions are welcome to any of our funds at any time. For a list of
Temple funds and their descriptions, go to the Temple website at www.beth-elsa.org/Funds. You may also make a contribution online
at www.beth-elsa.org/Donations.

RABBI NATHAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF

Eva Levinson		 Marjorie Gernsbacher
Rosalie Miller and in appreciation		 Michael and Benay Weinstein
Mattie M. Douglas		 Michael Tucker
Luiet E. Coleman, Jr.
Mitchell V. Tucker
IN HONOR OF

The baby naming of Grayson		 Rachel and Paul Reese
Marshall and in appreciation
The wedding ceremony of		 Susan and Dr. Lawrence Siegel
Sara Siegel and Marc Anthony Delgado

RABBI YERGIN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

IDA AND MAX ROSENMAN
MEMORIAL ALTAR FLOWER FUND
IN MEMORY OF

Ed Block		 Barbara and Alan Dreeben
Elliott Cohen		
Leslie Ostroff White		 Suzanne and Tod Brown
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF

JoJo Davis		 Barbara and Alan Dreeben
Rabbi Samuel Stahl
IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF

Sandra and Stanley Rosenberg		 Barbara and Alan Dreeben

KAY AND DENNIS STEIN KITCHEN FUND
IN MEMORY OF

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. Neil Morgan		 AnnDee and Jimmy Steidel
IN APPRECIATION 		 Andrea and Dr. Jeffrey Hoffman

RABBI STAHL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

LEONARD & SHIRLEY STERLING MEMORIAL
LIBRARY FUND FOR THE BENDINER LIBRARY

Tracy Waldorf		 Florence Herbach
IN MEMORY OF

Jerry Kelfer		 Judy Lachman
				Janet Westheimer and
				
Joe Westheimer, Jr
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF

Hattie Lee Gleichenhaus		 Judy Lachman
Leo Rose			
Sarae Cohen		
Leo Rose		 Jean and Bernard Harris
Rabbi Samuel Stahl		 Tally and Joe Estrada
				 Julie and Bill Harris
				Judy Lachman
				Glynda Neuwirth and
				
Dr. Yair Gazitt
				 Ronni and Jason Chozick
IN HONOR OF

the motzi blessing at the wedding		 Susan and Dr. Lawrence Siegel
of Sara Siegel and Marc Anthony Delgado

BETSY & LEE ROSENBERG
GREENE FAMILY CAMP CAMPERSHIP FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF

Dottie Miller		 Betsy and Lee Rosenberg
Laurie Newberg		
IN MEMORY OF

IN MEMORY OF

Ruth Joseph		 Judy Garrison

MILDRED & ALBERT STRUM
MEMORIAL SENIOR ADULT FUND

CONTRIBUTION		 Cathy and Jim Pottorf

OSIAS AND BEULAH WOLF “FEED THE HUNGRY” FUND
IN MEMORY OF

George Goldman		 Harriet and David Wolf
Beulah Wolf
CONTRIBUTION
Bobbi and Yogi Thami

RABBI MARK S. GOODMAN
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAYS OF

AnnDee Steidel		 Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg
Dr. Norman Abramson		
Dr. Mel Cohen			
Hattie Lee Gleichenhaus
Helene Riklin			
Leo Rose			
Mindi Alterman			
Patricia Kalmans		
Sallie Chasnoff			
Sue Oppenheimer		

Elliott Cohen		 Betsy and Lee Rosenberg
Jane Lauterstein

IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES OF

BROTHERHOOD YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF

Dr. Mel Cohen		 Sharon Miller

GENERAL OPERATING FUND OF TEMPLE BETH-EL
IN MEMORY OF

Bernard Treuhaft		 Judy and Marty Treuhaft
Bernica Alterman		 Terri Foose
Carol Golden Miller		 Norman Miller
Edward Kaplan		 Leslie Selig Byrd and Rick Byrd
Fred Siegel		 Susan and Dr. Lawrence Siegel
William Podorzer		 Bill Goodman
Jack Clay Richmond		 Jessica and Ryan Berg
				 Leslie Selig Byrd and Rick Byrd
				Renee Glazier
Jerry Kelfer		 Carol and Kenny Sugarman
				 Bette and Jack Vexler
FOR THE SPEEDY RECOVERY OF

Danny Weiner		 Carol and Kenny Sugarman
CONTRIBUTIONS		 Laura Castillo
				 Diane and George Forman

Drs. Alice and Sergio Viroslav		 Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg
Judy and Seymour Palans		
Edward Kaplan		 Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg

SAFTY FUND

IN HONOR OF THE BAT MITZVAH OF

Lauren Met		 Kate Imber

Are You a Tutor or
In Need of One?
Temple Beth-El is offering volunteer
tutor/student matchmaking! Go to
tinyurl.com/TBEtutor and fill out the
needed information and we’ll find
someone that meets your needs.
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Officers

Jim Halff, President
Amy Benedikt, M.D., Senior Vice President
Bregger Garrison, Vice President
Robin Kressbach, Vice President
Debbie Roos, Vice President
Jean Kolovson, Treasurer
Trent Boarnet, Secretary

Auxiliaries

Roger Ojeda, Brotherhood President
Fran Cohen, Sisterhood President
Maya Epstein, SAFTY President

PERIODICAL

211 Belknap Place
San Antonio, Texas 78212
210-733-9135

Address Service
Requested
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

Rabbis

Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi
Marina Yergin, Assistant Rabbi
Dr. Samuel M. Stahl, Emeritus

Cantor

Julie Berlin

Professional Staff

Rabbi Alan Berlin, Executive Director
Leah Apothaker,
Director of Congregational Learning
Joel Swedlove, Director of Youth
Programs & Informal Education
Iris Berman-Smith,
Clergy & Cemetery Administrator
Michael Ringel, Controller
Geri Gregory, Member Services Coordinator
Michael D. Kung, Facilities Manager

The mission of Temple Beth-El, the historic heart of Reform Judaism
in San Antonio, is to provide a sacred framework that
inspires people to cultivate their Jewish lives.

Temple Beth-El Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 17 beginning at 10:30 am
All congregants are encouraged to attend our annual meeting. If able, we will gather together in
the Wulfe Sanctuary for our meeting. But if we still cannot physically be together as a congregation
by that date, we will offer a way for us to have our annual meeting electronically.
At our meeting we will share priorities for the upcoming year, thank outgoing Officers and
Trustees, elect a new slate of Board members, adopt our annual budget, and more. Copies of the
proposed budget are available upon request by contacting Rabbi Alan Berlin, Executive Director, at aberlin@beth-elsa.org.
Our Nominating and Leadership Development Committee, chaired by Richard Planto, is honored to bring forward the
following members for consideration. We are grateful to the committee for bringing forth this outstanding slate of diverse,
committed, and enthusiastic leaders for our Board of Trustees which will be voted upon by the congregation:

Officers
President.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amy Benedikt, MD
Senior Vice President.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Debbie Roos
Vice President. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Barry Chasnoff
Vice President. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jean Kolovson
Vice President. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Robin Kressbach
Treasurer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bregger Garrison
Secretary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Trent Boarnet
Immediate Past Pres. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Halff

Trustees 2020 – 2022
Jessica Berg
Calla Pfiefer-Campos
Jerry Gerson
Jeff Goldblatt
Marsha Krassner
Mina Lopez
Clay Richmond
Michael Rosenberg
Marla Russell

Trustees 2019 – 2021
Jim Barshop
Deanne Cuellar-Cintron
Alan Krapf
Jason Miller Goodman
Lauri Jacobson
Henry Lipsitt, MD
Cory Palmer
David Rubenstein
Ruthie Wurzburg

