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Armed Forces Shabbat July 3
Join us on Friday, July 3, at 6:30 pm, on Zoom, 

Facebook Live, or Live Streaming, as we celebrate 
Armed Forces Shabbat. Temple member Sarah 
Chen will speak on “Our Top Ten Most Hilarious 
Moments Raising Our Jewish Military Family.”

Military personnel, both past and current, will be 
offered a special blessing during this service.

 Sarah Chen feels positively star crossed in luck 
to have circled back to Temple Beth-El, where she 
taught Sunday School during her fi nal years at Trinity 
University. Since then, she and her husband, Carl, 
have relocated nine times with his Air Force career. 

They have three children who they feel lucky to send to Religious School 
at Temple Beth-El. She holds a B.A. in Political Science and Chinese, 
a Masters degree in Public Affairs and has worn many hats along their 
military journey: university administrator, data analyst, writer, nonprofi t 
director and, most recently, project manager. The journey continues!

Did You Know Texans Age 65 and Older 
are Legally Entitled to Vote by Mail?

The Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 
with Early Voting beginning Monday June 29 until Friday, 
July 10. Advocacy has always been central to both Reform 
Judaism and Temple Beth-El. The Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism states that “our democracy is stron-
gest when everyone has the opportunity to participate,” 
and it’s important for Temple Beth-El members to partake 
in local, state, and federal elections. Regardless of political 
belief, voting is central, and a non-partisan issue that our 
congregation can get behind.

Due to COVID-19, there is a risk of exposure at voting 
polls. For your safety, if you are in a vulnerable population, 

Temple Beth-El 
encourages you to 
vote by mail and 
send it as soon as 
possible. Make sure 
to check “Annual Application” in Box 6a to assure you also 
automatically receive a ballot in October to vote by mail for 
the general Presidential Election.

Follow https://tinyurl.com/tbevotebymail for a vote by 
mail application. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 
contact Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org. 
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The Cantor’s Notes
I hope you have had the opportunity 

to enjoy one of our many musical 
offerings in May. Our wonderful 
accompanist, Erin McAdams, has 
been offering a lunchtime concert 
on Wednesdays at Noon. In addition 
to playing some incredible music on 
piano and organ, Erin also teaches us 
about the songs and composers she 
is bringing to us. It’s a great way to 
enjoy your lunch! 

On Saturday evenings, we have enjoyed celebrating 
Havdalah together at 7:00 pm followed by a concert by local 
musicians. Our congregants Ilya and Renia Shterenberg, 
both members of the San Antonio Symphony, started off 
our May musical offerings with a delightful concert from 
their living room. Johnny Pena, a classical guitarist and 
UTSA professor, delighted us with his talent and skills. 
S. Andrew Lloyd, composer and organist, played several of 
his own organ compositions as well as two piano pieces from 
the beautiful organ at University United Methodist Church. 
Our former accompanist, Samuel Gaskin, and Jacqueline 
Matava, one of our High Holy Day singers as well as Voice 
Faculty at Trinity University, performed selections from 
Milhaud’s Jewish Poems. Our fi nal May concert was given 
by Rami El-Farrah, a concert saxophonist and professor 
at UTSA and also our saxophonist for band shabbat. Rami 
shared saxophone pieces he arranged as well as a video he 
prepared during this time of isolation. If you missed any of 
these inspiring concerts you can fi nd them on our Facebook 
page. During the summer months we plan to continue these 
Saturday Evening Virtual Concerts on the fi rst Saturday of 
the month. 

At Temple Beth-El we are fortunate to have restricted 
funds that enable us to support our community in a 
variety of ways, including helping congregants in need, 
supporting our city, providing beautiful music and learning 
opportunities, and more. We are so grateful to the Jean and 
Jesse Wulfe Religious Enhancement Fund for sponsoring 
our Saturday Evening Virtual Concerts. We have been able 
to help some of our congregants facing challenges during 
this unprecedented time with funds from the Landsman 
Family Relief Fund and the Joseph, Rose, Myron, and 
Norman Fink Memorial Loan Fund, as well as funds from 
the Jewish Federation’s Community Crisis Fund. 

Check the Temple website and calendar frequently so 
you don’t miss out on any of the amazing offerings.

   Cantor Julie Berlin   Cantor Julie Berlin

Shalom Y’all 
A Warm Welcome to our New Members

Katherine Cohn and Grant Anderson
Babette and Kenneth Margolis

Natalie Davis and Rickey Rosales

Life & Legacy™ Update
The Life & Legacy ™ program we initiated last 

year in San Antonio and Temple Beth-El got off to 
a great start and is going strong. Being able to sup-
port our congregants has been a real blessing in 
recent days. Many of our programs exist today, be-
cause of the generosity of so many Temple Beth-El 
members’ gifts and giving. We need your support 
to ensure the strength of our future needs.

Our Life & Legacy™ initiative makes giving 
easy. This is a unique everyone-can-do-it program. 
After-lifetime giving is the key. Without impact-
ing your current lifestyle, you can be remembered 
forever with a gift to Temple Beth-El in your will, 
trust, retirement account or life insurance policy 
while still providing for family and entities you had 
planned to support.

You can do it, at whatever personal after-life-
time gift level you choose. You don’t have to be a 
wealthy donor to leave a heartfelt lasting legacy. 
That’s what’s so great about this wonderful pro-
gram. Every legacy gift provides for Temple Beth-
El’s future generations. Contact Rabbi Alan Berlin 
for more information, or ask a member of your 
Temple Board of Trustees who has already com-
mitted to this great program. They can answer your 
questions and share with you the simple process 
to get you started with a Letter of Intent for your 
heartfelt gift. Find more information on our website 
at www.beth-elsa.org/legacy-giving.

Legacy Giving is Transforming our Jewish 
Community—Plan your Gift Now

OF TEMPLE BETH -EL
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Shabbat Services 
During Social Distancing

Friday, June 5, at 6:30 pm

SAFTY Shabbat & Senior Send Off and Blessing
Members of our SAFTY HS Youth will lead services. 
Seniors will be offered a special blessing

June 19 & 20  
Bar Mitzvah of Samuel 
Leo Shterenberg, son of 
Renia and Ilya Shterenberg, 
grandson of Nina and Fred 
Shterenberg and Terri and 
Ted Piotrowski

Friday, June 26 
Pride Shabbat

Friday, July 3
Armed Forces Shabbat

Until we can once again be together for Shabbat
and holiday services in our Wulfe Sanctuary, we will 
continue to offer the following online opportunities 
for worship. 

Shabbat Blessings
5:00 PM on Facebook Live with Shabbat table 
blessings (www.facebook.com/TempleBethelsa)

Shabbat Services 
6:30 PM Fridays and 10:30 AM on Saturdays
Simulcast on: 

Zoom (see weekly emails for links)
Live Stream (www.beth-elsa.org/live-streaming)
Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/TempleBethelsa)

Online version of Mishkan T’fi lah for Shabbat at 
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-
repaginated

If possible, please consider using two devices; 
one for your prayer book and one for streaming 
services. You may want to download the kindle ver-
sion of Mishkan T’fi lah as well. 

Temple wants to know 
about your small 

business! 
Are you a Temple member who owns a small busi-

ness or know a Temple member who does? We are put-
ting together a list of local businesses that need our 
community support. Contact Ross Halfant at ross@
beth-elsa.org for details.

#TBEMaskOn
Temple Beth-El takes seriously 

the concept of pikuach nefesh, to 
save a life. To be a light unto every-
one else, we would like to show how 
our community is wearing our masks. 
Please send us a selfi e of you and/or your family 
wearing masks. We will share it on our social media 
channels. Send your selfi es to Ross Halfant at 
ross@beth-elsa.org and post them on your own 
social media with #TBEMaskOn.

May Blood Drive
On Thursday, May 14 Temple Beth-El hosted a 

blood drive, along with the South Texas Blood and 
Tissue Center, in the Barshop Auditorium. Just one 
pint of donated blood is enough to save as many as 
three people’s lives. Together, we donated 80 units 
(pints) of blood during the drive. As a community, we 
were able to fulfi ll one of the most important Jewish 
values—pikuach nefesh, saving a life.

Thank you to all who participated! 

SAFTY Shabbat & 
Senior Send-Off

Friday, June 5  |  6:30 pm  |  Zoom
In recent years Temple Beth-El has offered a 

special blessing to our high school Seniors during our 
annual SAFTY Shabbat and while nothing can replace 
the feeling of standing together in front of our ark, we 
will continue the tradition this year. 

On Friday, June 5 members of our high school 
youth group SAFTY will lead our Erev Shabbat ob-
servance and we will offer a blessing to the class of 
2020. We invite the entire Temple Beth-El community 
to join us as we honor these dedicated and fantastic 
young adults. 

This special service will be simulcast on Zoom, on 
our Temple Live Stream, and on Facebook Live. 

https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated
mailto:ross@beth-elsa.org
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Join us on Friday, June 26, at 
6:30 pm, on Zoom, Facebook Live, 
or Live Streaming, as we celebrate 
Pride Shabbat. Temple member 
Jess Rubinsky will speak on  
“Gender 101.”

 Jessica Rubinsky, MSW (They/
Them) was born and raised in Jack-
son, Mississippi. Jessica attended 
Tulane University for undergrad and 

then received a Master’s of Social Work from Washing-
ton University in St. Louis. Jessica has been working in 
sexual and domestic violence prevention for the past five 
years and recently started a consulting company called 
I Believe You, LLC. In addition, Jessica also provides 
education and advocacy around LGBT+ issues especially 
around transgender identities. 

Please see the June NEFESH article (below for an 
interesting Pride Shabbat afternoon discussion.

Pride Shabbat @ TBE June 26 & 27

The ABC’s of LGBT
B’tzelem Elohim  (In God’s Image)

June is commemorated all over the world as Pride 
Month, therefore the NEFESH theme for June is 
b’tzelem Elohim, a belief that we are all created in the 
image of God. To observe Pride and continue NEFESH, 
we will be hosting Rachel Hall, Program Manager on the 
Audacious Hospitality team at the Union for Reform 
Judaism (https://urj.org/audacioushospitality) and Myles 
Deol, JewV’Nation fellow, who will lead us in a workshop 
on the importance of diversity, inclusion, and equity 
within our community. We will also be learning more 
about the importance of pronouns and gender  
identity/expression.

The online presentation will be held on  
Saturday, June 27 at 12:00 pm via Zoom 
call. You can register for this event by visiting 
https://tinyurl.com/nefesh620. Join us to learn 
more about audacious hospitality and Pride.

Go to https://rac.org/lgbtq-rights-0 to learn 
more about LGBTQIA+ Rights and Jewish 
values. 

Rachel Hall serves as  
a Program Manager for 
the Union for Reform  
Judaism’s (URJ)  
Audacious Hospitality 
team, where she re-
views URJ content and 
programing through an 
anti-oppressive lens, 
striving to make our or-
ganization as inclusive as 

possible. Rachel is an openly bisexual Jewish 
woman from a working-class background 
who believes our early experiences with race, 
economic class, gender, ability, and access 
to power and privilege shape us individually 
as well as how we relate to various commu-
nities. Rachel has over 15 years of nonprofit 
experience related to diversity, equity and 
inclusion, with 8 years focused on nonprofit 

management and leadership de-
velopment. Rachel has a BA from 
Clark University in Psychology and 
Communications & Culture, with  
a focus in Women’s Studies. She 
received her MA from Simmons 
College in Cultural Gender 
Studies, focusing on race, class, 
gender, and systems of oppres-
sion, and a certificate in Positive 
Psychology through University 
of North Carolina—Chapel Hill. Rachel is also a certified 
coach through New Vibe Training Center, an accredited 
partner of the International Coaching Federation.

Register at https://ccar.co/prideinside
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@TBE20s30s
The staple of our pandemic palling-around has 

been our weekly lunch check-in on Fridays and as re-
cently announced, we’ve changed that schedule slightly. 
We will alternate every other week with a check-in at 
12:00 pm on Friday followed the next week by a check-in 
at 5:30 pm on Wednesday. We hope you’ll join us there! 
The Zoom call information for our Friday check-in will 
remain the same, but if you would like the call infor-
mation for Wednesday evening, reach out to Cory or 
Jason, or email tbe20s30ssa@gmail.com.

On a more personal note, I want to thank everyone 
for helping us adjust to the new normal in a seemingly 
seamless manner. The clergy and staff at TBE have 
been nothing short of the best at making sure the 
entire congregation and community have the tools we 
need to stay safe and connected through this unprec-
edented time. Of course, the entire TBE20s30s group 
needs a shoutout because everyone has done a little 
to make sure we all stay connected. Another part of 
keeping connected is continuing normalcy to the best 
extent possible, which involves leadership transitions. 
I have been privileged and blessed to lead TBE20s30s 
for over three years. Through this time, our group has 
more than quadrupled in size, and our reach contin-
ues to grow. I know my experience has taught me a lot 
about different things in the community around me, 
and I will continue to learn as time moves forward. As 
much fun as I have had in this role, it is time to hand the 
reigns over to someone else. Currently, we are solicit-
ing applications for a new co-chair. This new individual 
will work with Cory Palmer, a beacon of knowledge and 
experience, to help bring innovative programming to 
TBE20s30s, while growing the vision of a young adult 
group for Jews looking to connect through spirituality, 
leadership, and camaraderie. Cory has been a great 
co-chair, as well as the various coordinators and leaders 
with whom I have had the opportunity to work. I am sure 
Cory will continue to lead with ferocity and gusto with a 
new generation of leadership. I look forward to helping 
the new co-chair, Cory, and Rabbi Yergin transition into 
this exciting new phase for TBE20s30s. Thank you to 
everyone for a wonderful experience, and I cannot wait 
to celebrate new adventures in the future! If you are 
interested in joining Cory in leading our group through 
the fi rst years of this new decade, please head to 
https://tinyurl.com/TBE20s30sCoChair. 

   —Jason Miller-Goodman

Normally, this group likes to go to dinner and watch a 
movie together, but times are temporarily different. This 
summer, the group recommends watching the two Netfl ix 
movies listed below, then gathering together to discuss 
them on Zoom.

Thursday, June 18  |  7:00 pm  |  Circus of Books

For decades, a nice Jewish 
couple ran Circus of Books, a porn 
shop and epicenter for gay L.A. 
Their director daughter documents 
their lives and times.

You MUST Pre-register for 
the Zoom discussion at https://
tinyurl.com/CircusofBooks0618.

Thursday, July 16  |  7:00 pm
The Red Sea Diving Resort

International agents and brave 
Ethiopians use a deserted retreat 
in Sudan as a front to smuggle 
thousands of refugees to Israel in 
the early 1980s.

You MUST Pre-register 
for the Zoom discussion at
https://tinyurl.com/RedSea0716.

Temple Beth-El Bulletin (USPS 016328) is published the fi rst of every month, 
except July, by Temple Beth-El, 211 Belknap Place, San Antonio, Texas 78212-
5896. Application to Mail at Periodicals postage rates is paid at San Antonio,
Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Temple Beth-El, 211 Belknap 
Place, San Antonio, Texas 78212-5896.

While We Are 
Sociall y Distant
Check out the varied and plentiful 

programming we have on:
Live Stream 

www.beth-elsa.org/live-streaming

Facebook Live 
www.facebook.com/TempleBethelsa

Zoom 
(see event and weekly emails for links)

Twitter
@TempleBethElsa 

Instagram
@thereddome

https://twitter.com/templebethelsa?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/thereddome/?hl=en
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An Important Update for 
Hebrew School Families

In the past few years, we have taken a close look at 
the needs of our Religious School students, their fam-
ilies, and teachers. Out of a desire to invest in the best 
of our school—the community we build and the quality 
of instruction—we have made an important decision 
regarding Hebrew School options in the coming year.

In the 2020-2021 school year, we plan on offering 
traditional Hebrew School two days per week: Sundays 
and Wednesdays in our building at Temple Beth-El. We 
believe this will help us stay connected with one another 
and benefit consistent instruction, keeping all students 
all on the same track. We hope that this option will be 
feasible for most of our families and highly recommend 
this option.

We also understand that it is difficult for many 
families to get their children to Hebrew school for our 
midweek sessions because of distance, work, and other 
conflicts. We have found success with our online tutor-
ing model we’ve used throughout the past few weeks. 
As such, when you register for Hebrew School, you will 
find the option to register either for Sunday/Wednesday 
classes or for Sunday/Online classes. The online classes 
will be available on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 
When you register for this option, we will be in touch to 
assign you your midweekly, 20 minute time slot. Please 
note that these times will be reserved on a first-come 
first served basis in most cases.

We are looking forward to sharing the coming year of 
learning with you! If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Leah Apothaker at leah@beth-elsa.org.

2020-2021 Religious 
School Registration 

Now Open
Join all your friends, teachers, clergy, and Beth 

Elephant at Religious School next Fall. Registration is 
open for students in Preschool (age 3) through Post 
Confirmation (Grade 12). Online registration is now 
available on the Temple website at http://tinyurl.com/
TBE-RS. Sign up for a year of learning, sharing, growing, 
and celebrating with your Temple Beth-El community.

Contact Sara in the Religious School office (sara@
beth-elsa.org) if you have questions or concerns.

Assistance Available
Our Temple Beth-El congregation is fortu-

nate, in these unusual and worrying times, to 
be comforted by the foresight and generosity of 
remarkable individuals both past and present. They 
donated generously and created endowments for 
the benefit of future generations. Because of those 
forward-looking gifts, Temple Beth-El has funds 
available to assist members in need today.  
These funds fall into two categories: 

 •  Direct grants and interest-free loans  
that are available to all members

 •  Scholarships and interest-free loans  
for college students  
If you or a congregant you know could benefit  

from these funds, please contact Rabbi Alan  
Berlin at aberlin@beth-elsa.org for additional in-
formation. All inquiries will be kept confidential.

Need Help with 
Recovery?

If you are struggling or have a friend or family 
member who is, the TBE Recovery Chavurah is a 
good resource.

We do not share information with the  
Temple, nor do we keep records. You may  
contact JimBisGrateful@gmail.com.

Anyone seeking timely advice regarding 
issues relating to addiction can also contact one 
of the Temple Rabbis, who will give you one of the 
Recovery Chavurah member’s phone number for a 
prompt response.

Keep the Temple Informed
We rely on our Temple members, their friends 

and family to let us know when someone is 
hospitalized or suffering any illness or bereave-
ment, or would just enjoy a call or visit from the 
clergy or a member of the congregation. The 
clergy would also like to hear good news, such as 
celebrating a birth or other simchah. Please share 
this information with our clergy by contacting Iris 
Berman-Smith at iris@beth-elsa.org.

http://tinyurl.com/TBE-RS
mailto:sara@beth-elsa.org
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Summer of Shalom
in a Box

Your box includes supplies to make your own

havdalah candle • lanyard • kite
message in a bottle • bird feeder

 sun dial • telescope
and supplies for s’mores!

but wait...there’s more!
group outing at the Stars & Stripes Drive-In

Theatre in New Braunfels
Zoom campfi re sing-a-long
the return of Friday Freezes

and Maccabiah week!
order yours at www.tinyurl.com/tbebox
Pickup at Temple Beth-El on June 15–17

We congratulate those celebrating life’s joyous occasions…
Dr. Marcia and Marty Epner, on the birth of their 

great-granddaughter, Aviv, born to Vered and Sidney Epner 
in Tel Aviv, and on the birth of their great-grandson, Ezra 
Paul, born to Tomar and Justin Epner in the Washington, 
D.C. area.

Shirley and Michael Swanson, on the birth of their 
grandson, Oliver Bert, born to Arianna and Marshall 
Swanson in Corpus Christi, TX.

Robin and Michael Bernstein, on the birth of their 
grandson, Finn Bernstein, born to Jeremy & Carolina 
Bernstein in Boca Raton, FL. 

Debbie and Harold Greenblatt, on the birth of their 
grandson, Ryan Kian Najafi  born to Rachel and Nader Najafi   
in San Mateo, CA.

Kristen and Samuel Epstein, on the birth of their 
son, Asher Leor.

We congratulate those who have achieved something 
extra-special…

Madeline Podorzer, whose grandson, Zane Harrison, 
son of Leslie and Brett Harrison, has been named 
Valedictorian of his Senior class at All Saints in Tyler. 
He will be attending Duke University in the fall.

We congratulate those celebrating milestone birthdays 
in June…

Sheldon Altman, Steve Butler, Barbie Callanan, 
Barbara Dreeben, Dr. Mark Freiman-Raizen, Dr. Duncan 
Friedman, Shannon Goodman, Dr. David Gordon, 
Edward Greenberg, Harold Greenblatt, Jesse Insler, Ian 
Jacobson, Marscha Lauterstein, Sergio Leal, Medora 
Levy, James Lloyd, Stuart Magloff, Abbi Michelson, 
Dorothy Miller, Judy Palans, Kristy Petlin, Dr. Mark 
Porter, Elena Rabinovich, Rozalia Ravitzsky, Larry 
Rosenberg, Stanley Schoenbaum, Alan Seeman, Bob 
Sims, Adrienne Swedlove, Dr. Peter Wald, Hannah 
Whistler, and Ruthie Wurzburg.

We congratulate those celebrating milestone 
anniversaries in June…

10 Years: Krystle and Doron Berger 
20 Years: Amie and Steve Yanover
30 Years:  Emmy and Roger Eth

  Sara and Daren Hersh
  Lauren Hughes and Don Meagher
  Lila and Dr. Mort Kahlenberg

40 Years:  Cheryl and David Levinson
  Susan and Lee Sandoloski

50 Years:  Ellen and Robert Weiss
60 Years:  Esther and Bernie Boarnet
61 Years:  Ellie and Dick Drileck
62 Years:  Susan and Fred Nordhauser

  Felice and Ron Wolff
63 Years:  Sylvia and Herb Brown
66 Years:  Dr. Marcia and Marty Epner

  Harriet and Sam Neuman
68 Years:  Charlotte and Larry Rosenberg

  Joci and Joe Straus, Jr.
  Sylvia and Dr. Hugh Wolff

69 Years:  Marilyn and Gerald Dubinski

We congratulate those celebrating milestone birthdays 
in July…

Stanley Alterman, Jefferey Brody, Herbert Charles, 
Dr. Diane Fisher, Elsa Franco, Ruth Friedberg, Dr. Carly 
Friedman, Nancy Gerson, Benjamin Gurwitz, David 
Hawkins, Audrey Henkin, Art Jacobson, Joshua Kabbe, 
Merrill Kasanoff, Amber Liddell-Alwais, Bonnie Place, 
Suzanne Ratner, Lauren Resnek, Dr. Daniel Rosenthal, 
George Rotblut, Marshall Swanson, Alissa Tolin, 
Dr. Brad Tolin, Mia Tolin, and Samuel Wulfe.

We congratulate those celebrating milestone 
anniversaries in July…

20 Years:  Judge Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg

25 Years:  Sharon Hellman Freiberg and 
       Dr. Michael Freiberg

60 Years:  Marge and Dr. Al Miller

62 Years:  Michele and Melvin Baden

In the Temple Family
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Tikkun Olam Opportunities While in Isolation 
We wanted to inform you of several important opportunities for helping out those in need in our community. Don’t forget 

to use #BringingTheDomeHome for us to see all your amazing projects. That being said, the CDC is suggesting that if 
you are 60 years or older and/or have a compromised immune system—you should stay home no matter what!

For the Hungry:
Jewish context: “Share your bread with the hungry, and take 
the wretched poor into your home. When you see the naked, 
clothe him, and do not ignore your own kin.” Isaiah 58:7

 • Serve a Meal at St. Vinny’s Bistro. 

   • Four volunteers are needed each day between  
  4:30 and 6:30 pm—contact Sophia Sanchez at  
  volunteer@svdpsa.org if interested

 • Deliver a Meal with Meals on Wheels (mowsatx.org) 

 • Volunteer (including delivery of meals) at the San  
Antonio Food Bank (safoodbank.org)

   • Donate at safoodbank.org/donate

For Those in Need:
Jewish context:“Your heart shall not be grieved when you 
give.” Deuteronomy 15:10

 • Donate blood by making an appointment at South Texas 
Blood & Tissue Center (tinyurl.com/tbeappointment)

 • Donate to the Texas Diaper Bank (texasdiaperbank.org) 

 • Donate items to our “Little Free Pantry”  located at 
the Temple facing the Ashby lot. Items needed include 
toilet paper, household cleaner, hand sanitizer, and more 
(tinyurl.com/FreePantry)

 • Consider buying a meal for a healthcare worker or first 
responder—have the meal delivered to a local hospital

 • Become a child advocate with Child Advocates  
San Antonio (CASA)  
www.casa-satx.org/become-an-advocate

 • Purchase items for CreativeKidSA, a summer camp for 
at-risk youth hosted by Temple Beth-El (see page 12) 

Teaching:
Jewish context: “You shall teach them diligently to your  
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 

and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down,  
and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:7

 • Tell a Story on the Facebook group Quarantine  
Learning Corner—upload a video at tinyurl.com/ 
quarantinelearningcenter

 • Volunteer Tutoring:

   • Fill out tinyurl.com/TBEtutor if you are a tutor/ 
  teacher or if you are looking for one—Temple  
  will match you up

 • Mentor a Refugee Youth at tinyurl.com/ccaosa

Advocacy:
Jewish context: “Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof—Justice, justice you 
shall pursue, that you may live, and inherit the land which  
the Lord your God gave you.” Deuteronomy 16:18

 • Writing a Letter to an elected official about an import-
ant issue to you or your family

   • Find out more by exploring the Religious Action  
  Center of Reform Judaism at https://rac.org/ 
  advocacy-activism

   • Mail service as delivered by the post office is relied  
  on by many people—those without internet service, 
  those who receive their medication by mail, those in 
  rural areas, those who need to vote by mail. Write to 
  Senator John Cornyn and Senator Ted Cruz urging 
  them to fund the post office in the next appropri- 
  ations bill

• Start a campaign about an important issue to you  
or your family

   • Create fliers, present via live stream, get in touch  
  with the local newspapers, and/or start a petition

— continued on page 11

Stay Connected
We want to remain connected to you during this fragile time for our community. Our staff is working remotely from their 

homes until it is safe for us to reopen the Temple offices. During this period it is best to reach our staff at their email addresses be-
low. Please be sure to visit beth-elsa.org and our Temple Facebook page ( facebook.com/TempleBethelsa) for up to date information.
Rabbi Mara S. Nathan  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  MNathan@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Marina Yergin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  MYergin@beth-elsa.org
Cantor Julie Berlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  JBerlin@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Alan Berlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ABerlin@beth-elsa.org 
     Executive Director 
Leah Apothaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leah@beth-elsa.org 
     Director of Congregational Learning
Joel Swedlove  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Joel@beth-elsa.org       
     Director of Youth Programs & Informal Education
Iris Berman-Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Iris@beth-elsa.org 
     Clergy and Cemetery Administrator 

Geri Gregory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Geri@beth-elsa.org 
    Member Services Coordinator
Ross Halfant, Social Justice Fellow . . . . .  Ross@beth-elsa.org
Michael Ringel, Controller. . . . . . . . . . .  Michael@beth-elsa.org
Edith Vanderventer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Edith@beth-elsa.org 
     Rabbinic Assistant & Cantorial Assistant 
Sara Planto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sara@beth-elsa.org 
     Religious School Administrator
Dollie Closna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dollie@beth-elsa.org
     Administrative Assistant

https://www.mowsatx.org/
http://safoodbank.org/
http://safoodbank.org/donate
https://southtexasblood.org/schedule-appointment
http://www.texasdiaperbank.org/
https://tinyurl.com/FreePantry
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3012577795447668/
https://bethelsa.formstack.com/forms/tutor_information
http://tinyurl.com/ccaosa
https://rac.org/advocacy-activism
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethelsa
https://www.Beth-elsa.org
mailto:MNathan@beth-elsa.org
mailto:Leah@beth-elsa.org
mailto:ross@beth-elsa.org
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Sisterhood News
Just because we are staying home doesn't mean 

we can't have some fun! Sisterhood held a Zoom & 
Schmooze on May 4, organized by Amy Strickland 
and Irene Burns. We had an opportunity to visit and 
catch up on what everyone has been doing during the 
quarantine. We even had some new and prospective 
members on the call. We are looking forward to the 
time when we can meet in person.

We held our Election/General meeting on May 24. 
The 2020-2021 Sisterhood Board is as follows:

 President: Fran Cohen
 Vice Presidents: Leah Bullock
   Irene Burns
  Linda Harris
   Robin Kressbach
   Shannon Seglin
 Recording Secretary: Patricia Marcus
 Corresponding Secretary: Mina Lopez
 Treasurer: Mary Anne Barnett
 Financial Secretary: Sharon Miller
 Historian: Ashley Friedberg
 Parliamentarian: Kay Stein
 Past President: Shirley Swanson

Directors 2019-2021:                   Directors 2020-2022:
  Amy Strickland Iris Lieberman
  Lori Stockstiel Jennifer Eichelbaum
  Hannah Margolis Sharon Teich
  Julie Tzucker

Mazal tov and thank you to all!

We also want to thank Barbara Moss for her  
service as Treasurer. She leaves the Board due to  
term limits, but we know she'll never be far. 

The Or Tamid luncheon to honor Kay Stein that 
was scheduled for June 7 has been postponed. We will 
let you know when a new date is set. 

L'vadah 
Ul'Shamrah
(To Till and To Tend)

In the book of Genesis, we 
are told that the human being was 
placed on the Earth to till and tend 
the Garden of Eden. In July, NEFESH 
will focus on l’vadah Ul’shamrah (to 
till and to tend). 

In coordination with this theme, we will be welcoming 
Stephen Jurovics, author of Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, 
and Climate Change, who will be presenting on religion and 
climate change. This webinar will highlight themes such as 
environmental teachings of the Torah, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, and advocating on environmental rights. The 
presentation will be on Tuesday, July 14 at 7:00 pm and 
will be held via Zoom. 

To register for this event, please register through  
https://tinyurl.com/tbeclimate.

Stephen A. Jurovics holds BS 
and MS degrees from Columbia 
University and a PhD in Engineering 
from the University of Southern 
California. He has had about 20 
technical papers published over 
the years and given numerous 
presentations at professional 
conferences. Aspects of climate 
change mitigation have been the 
focus of his engineering work 
for more than two decades. The 

increasing severity of environmental problems led him, 
out of spiritual curiosity, to research the environmental 
teachings in Genesis-Deuteronomy, what Jesus called “the 
law” in English translations, particularly exploring whether 
they contained instructions relevant to contemporary issues 
such as greenhouse gas emissions, preserving biological 
diversity, treatment of the land, and sustainability. The 
abundance of applicable teachings, and a desire to discuss 
ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions motivated him to 
write this book.

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for the August Temple Bulletin will 

be Friday, July 10, at 12:00 pm. All articles and photos 
must be submitted by that time. 

Articles and photos may be submitted via email to 
geri@beth-elsa.org. Articles may not exceed 250 words.

Shalom Y’all
Are you unaffiliated or know someone  

who is interested in joining our  
Congregation? 

Contact Rabbi Alan Berlin at  
aberlin@beth-elsa.org

Do you know a

Volunteer?
Let us know. Our “Volunteer of the Week” for 

Mensch Mondays has been a big hit on our social media 
account, but we want more. Do you know any active 
volunteers at Temple Beth-El? Are you, yourself, an 
excellent example of a Temple volunteer? Nominate 
someone or let Ross Halfant know by emailing ross@
beth-elsa.org.

mailto:ross@beth-elsa.org
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RABBI NATHAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Vic Gainer  Elsa Barshop
Rosi Langbaum Rais  Guido Langbaum
Ruben Langbaum Warum  
Ellen Trevarthen  Suzie and Allen Raufman
RABBI YERGIN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Rosi Langbaum Rais  Guido Langbaum
Ruben Langbaum Warum 
RABBI STAHL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Dean Lewis  Ellen Nathan
    Farel and Stephen Sherman
Gene Wayne  Ethel and Dr. Richard Wayne
CANTOR BERLIN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN APPRECIATION OF
Havdalah music programs to  Patricia Kalmans and 
 support local musicians        Dr. Michael Ozer
IN MEMORY OF
Jerry Kelfer  Joyce Meyer
Rosi Langbaum Rais  Guido Langbaum
Carrol S. Meyer, Sr.  Joyce Meyer and Family
Charles Meyer
DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF
Davis Wren Donnerfi eld  Marcie Golden and 
         Rabbi Howard Apothaker
FRED AND ERNA MILLER 
MEMORIAL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Jerry Kelfer  Suellen and A.J. Rosmarin
IN MEMORY OF
Jerry Rosson  Sara and Richard  Planto
GENERAL OPERATING FUND OF TEMPLE BETH-EL
IN HONOR OF
The 80th birthday of  Judith and Dr. Lawrence 
 Rabbi Samuel Stahl        Hoberman
IN MEMORY OF
Ina Bushon  Leslie Selig Byrd and Rick Byrd
    Mark Friedman
Randal Jack Gernsbacher  Gayle and Stanley Alterman
    Peggy and Dr. Marvin Belasco
    Ruthie Chafetz
    Leslie and Meryl Collins
Hertzel Finesilver  Lynn Finesilver Crystal
Shirley Kaplan Fisher  Drs. Diane and Jay Fisher
Barbara Kaden  Kirby Kaden
Jerry Kelfer  Judith and Dr. Lawrence 
         Hoberman
Dean Lewis  Dana and Marc Katz
Tom Pinansky  Marsha Krassner and 
         Dr. David Spener
Jerry Rosson  Bette and Jack Vexler
CONTRIBUTION  Laura Castillo

JACOBSON GARDEN FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Sydel Liffman  Frances Flagg
JEAN AND JESSE WULFE 
RELIGIOUS ENHANCEMENT FUND
IN HONOR OF
The educational achievements of   Meryl Goodfriend
 Benjamin, Michael, Jared, and 
 Steven Wulfe  
LEONARD & SHIRLEY STERLING MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY FUND FOR THE BENDINER LIBRARY
IN HONOR OF
The birth of Alison Jane Moss  Marcia Goren-Weser 
         and Elliot Weser
OSIAS AND BEULAH WOLF “FEED THE HUNGRY” FUND
IN HONOR OF
the special birthday of  Tina and Brian Weiner
 Dr. Larry Cohen
IN MEMORY OF
Joe Blanks  Charlotte and Larry  Rosenberg
CONTRIBUTION  Jessica and Gilbert Casares

RABBI MARK S. GOODMAN 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAYS OF
Ann Barshop  Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg
Dr. Lawrence Cohen 
Phyllis Davis  
Miriam Grossman 
Dr. Bradley Kayser 
Prissy Kaufman  
Marjorie Miller  
Alice Perloff  
Joyce Shefts  
Susan Straus  
IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF
Mitchell Kaliff and   Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg
 Bruce Smiley- Kaliff 
IN MEMORY OF
Rabbi Mark S. Goodman  Ilene Goodwoman and Robert 
Wagoner
Dean Lewis  Bonnie Reed and Stu Schlossberg
Jerry Rosson  
Vic Gainer  
RENEE & KURT POMPER 
SENIOR TRANSPORTATION FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Selma Weiner  Tina and Brian Weiner
SAFTY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Hayden Weissman  Stevie Weissman
Payton Weissman

We Gratefully Acknowledge the 
Contributions of Our Members and Friends

Contributions received in the Temple offi ce by Friday July 10 will appear in the August Temple Bulletin. Contributions are welcome 
to any of our funds at any time. For a list of Temple funds and their descriptions, go to the Temple website at www.beth-elsa.org/Funds. 
You may also make a contribution online at www.beth-elsa.org/Donations.

Donating to the Community Crisis Campaign 
sends a powerful message that we are 

stronger together in the face of uncertainty.

Our community needs YOUR help!
jfsatx.org/ways-to-give

https://www.jfsatx.org/ways-to-give
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Working Outside:
Jewish context: “The Lord God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” Gen. 2:15

• Planting seeds in Dixie cups
• Weeding out the backyard or apartment complex
• Planting a tree
• Decorating a compost or recycling bin
• Creating a butterfly puddle — tinyurl.com/butterflypuddle
• Making seed balls — tinyurl.com/tbeseedballs
• Building and/or painting a birdhouse
• Litter pick-up

Helping Your Neighbor:
Jewish context: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Leviticus 19:9

• Mow their lawn
• Wash their car
• Walk their dog
• Knit or sew:

• Donate your work to Haven for Hope, Center for
Refugee Services, or the Children’s Shelter

• View instructions on how to make a no-sew blanket
 at https://www.instructables.com/id/No-Sew-Fleece- 
 Blanket-1

• Make and donate face masks—https://tinyurl.com/
tbemask. Organizations in need of masks include
retirement homes, the Interfaith Welcome Coalition,
and others. Explore the list—tinyurl.com/TBE-D-masks

• Spring Cleaning:
• Many items are gladly accepted at Haven for Hope,

SAMMinistries, and other organizations including
our adopted schools, Edison High School and Travis
Early College

For Older Adults:
Jewish context: “Stand up in the presence of the aged, show 
respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord.” 
Leviticus 19:32

• Help deliver groceries/run errands/Shabbat food
• Volunteer with SAJSS (sajss.com/volunteer)

• Writing a letter or making a card:
• Need an address? Contact Ross Halfant at

ross@beth-elsa.org
• Visit tinyurl.com/tbevitualcard to send a virtual

kindness card
• Technology for Seniors:

•  Free classes at Senior Planet—Older Adults
Technology Services
seniorplanet.org/get-involved/membership

• Have a request? Contact SAJSS—sajss.com/requests
• Need food delivered? Contact H-E-B—favordelivery.com/

seniors

Tikkun Olam Opportunities 
While in Isolation — continued from page 8 

Temple Book Chavurah
June 30  |  7:00 pm  |  Zoom

This book group for adults of all ages meets every 
other month on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, and in the 
past year, the discussions have been diverse, lively, and 
interesting. All are welcome to join at any time. Make 
plans and mark your calendar for the following discussion:

June 30—The Huntress by 
Kate Quinn

“Quinn deftly braids the stories 
of a female Russian bomber 
pilot, Nazi hunters, and a young 
Bostonian girl staring down evil in 
the most unthinkable of places.  
The result is a searing tale of 
predator and prey, transgression 
and redemption and the 
immutable power of  the
truth. An utter triumph!” 

—Pam Jenoff, New York Times Bestselling Author 
of The Orphan’s Tale

RSVP or ask to be added to the notification list 
for this group and to receive the Zoom Invitation  
prior to each session by contacting Geri Gregory  
geri@beth-elsa.org.

We note with sorrow the passing of our members…

Randal Jack Gernsbacher
son of Marjorie Gernsbacher,  

brother of Claudia (and Donald) Bankler, 
and Susan (and Larry) Siegel

The Congregation extends its sincere condolences 
to the families of…

Naomi Alamar
grandmother of Susan (and Michael) Rosenberg

Diane Sterling
wife of Steve Sterling; sister-in-law of 

Harris (and Frances) Sterling

Mary Ellen Weber
mother of Stephen (and Lisa Lamb) Weber,  

grandmother of Addison Lamb and Taylor Lamb

“May their souls be bound up 
in the bonds of eternal life.”

http://butterfly-lady.com/butterfly-puddling/
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/special/children/making-seed-balls.htm
https://tinyurl.com/tbemask
http://tinyurl.com/TBE-D-masks
https://sajss.com/volunteer/
https://sajss.com/requests
http://tinyurl.com/tbevitualcard
https://seniorplanet.org/get-involved/membership/
https://favordelivery.com/seniors


The mission of Temple Beth-El, the historic heart of Reform Judaism 
in San Antonio, is to provide a sacred framework that 

inspires people to cultivate their Jewish lives.

Address Service
Requested

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

211 Belknap Place
San Antonio, Texas 78212

210-733-9135

PERIODICAL
Offi cers

Amy Benedikt, M.D., President
Debbie Roos, Senior Vice President

Barry Chasnoff, Vice President
Jean Kolovson, Vice President

Robin Kressbach, Vice President
Bregger Garrison, Treasurer

Trent Boarnet, Secretary

Auxiliaries
Roger Ojeda, Brotherhood President

Fran Cohen, Sisterhood President
Maya Epstein, SAFTY President

Rabbis
Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi

Marina Yergin, Assistant Rabbi
Dr. Samuel M. Stahl, Emeritus

Cantor
Julie Berlin

Professional Staff
Rabbi Alan Berlin, Executive Director

Leah Apothaker, 
Director of Congregational Learning 

Joel Swedlove, Director of Youth 
Programs & Informal Education

Iris Berman-Smith, 
Clergy & Cemetery Administrator

Michael Ringel, Controller
Geri Gregory, Member Services Coordinator

Michael D. Kung, Facilities Manager

CreativKids SA (www.creativkids.org) has some exciting and unique plans for this 
summer. While we are unable to run a traditional summer camp, due to COVID-19, we 
want to make sure the at-risk youth in our community have food and activities to sustain 
them for the summer.

Our partnership with the San Antonio Food Bank will continue. Meal bags will be 
passed out each day with both breakfast and lunch for children ages 1-18. This will be 
done in the same manner that many schools are currently using, with parents driving up 
and being passed a meal bag through their car window.

In addition to meal bags, each child will also be provided with a daily activity bag. 
An activity bag will include directions and all materials to complete the day’s activity. 
Activity bags may include a science experiment, an art project, stories, fi tness 
activities, or even some musical activities. We have been working to come up with 
creative and fun ideas for the kids. 

As charitable foundations are seeing their dollars stretched due to COVID-19, and 
some have had to cancel fundraising events altogether, CreativKids SA could use your 
help more than ever. Please consider purchasing items from our Amazon Wish List to 
help fi ll these kids’ activity bags for the summer. You can fi nd our wish list at https://
tinyurl.com/campwish.

Volunteer opportunities can be found at https://tinyurl.com/creativkids2020v. Check 
back as more information on volunteers may be available as we continue to assess the 
COVID-19 risk. 

CreativKids SA Summer Day Camp

 Meal & Activity Bags 
will be distributed 

June 8—July 24
Monday–Friday

11:00 Am–12:30 pm




