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High Holy Days 2020/5781
Selichot Saturday, September 12
Erev Rosh Hashanah Friday, September 18
Rosh Hashanah Day Saturday, September 19
Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre) Sunday, September 27
Yom Kippur Day Monday, September 28
Sukkot October 3-9
Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah October 10

2020/5781 High Holy Day Services
At Temple Beth-El, we create experiences that enable 

everyone to find a personal connection to our rich Jewish 
tradition. Even as we face unprecedented challenges 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, our sense of community 
connection and our commitment to observing our most 
sacred rites and rituals remain strong.

The High Holy Days present us with the opportuni-
ty to reflect on the past year, consider where we missed 
the mark and commit ourselves to a better future. At this 
moment, that future remains uncertain. Nevertheless, we 
find comfort and inspiration in the words of our liturgy, the 
melodies of our prayers, and the knowledge that we join 
with Jews around San Antonio and around the world in 
praying for a sweet new year. 

This year Temple Beth-El’s High Holy Day ser-
vices, learning and programming will be presented on 
our streaming platforms. Despite our great desire to be 
physically together at Temple, the current health concerns 
related to COVID-19 prohibit us from doing this safely. 
Instead, we like other Reform Congregations around the 
world, will fulfill our religious obligations in this way. 

You can find a service schedule and streaming  
information at www.beth-elsa.org. 

May you all have a sweet and healthy new year. 

Geri Gregory
We are grateful to Geri 

Gregory for the innumerable 
ways that she touched our con-
gregation during her 36-year 
tenure as a Temple employee. 
Geri began as the Temple’s mail 
clerk in 1984 and wore many hats 
over the decades, most recently 
serving as our Member Services 
Coordinator. Her impact on our 
Temple and the wider commu-
nity has been tremendous, and 
we are stronger because of her efforts. As Geri’s  
employment concludes at the end of September,  we 
wish her well in her new endeavors. She will remain 
a member of our congregation and will still facilitate 
our 10-month Mussar course. We look forward to 
continuing to see her smiling face at the Temple.  
Chazak chazak—may she go from strength to strength!
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Our Rabbi Speaks
What are the High Holy Days going to 

be like this year? If you are asking this 
question, you are not alone. Since mid-
March, when the Corona Virus pan-
demic officially arrived in San Antonio, 
Rabbi Yergin, Cantor Berlin and I along 
with the staff and the Board of Trustees 
have been working on the answer. 

There is no doubt that we would all 
prefer to be together in person. So 
many of us look forward to gathering in 

the Wulfe Sanctuary and the Barshop Auditorium to celebrate 
the New Year and to observe Yom Kippur. It is very meaning-
ful to sit in the same space that our families have occupied 
for generations. We are moved by the beautiful music that 
the cantor and our choirs provide and inspired by our rabbis’ 
sermons. We are stirred by the sound of the Shofar! There 
is a great sense of holiness that permeates Temple Beth-El 
when we share in prayer and contemplation surrounded by our 
extended congregation. 

Despite our great desire to be physically together, the ad-
vice from our COVID-19 task force, and the overwhelming data 
we have available make it abundantly clear that it is not physi-
cally safe to do so in significant numbers. Spending extended 
time indoors with large groups of people all speaking out loud 
presents numerous risks that we are not prepared to take.   

Nevertheless, we will still be celebrating the High Holy 
Days together. Our services will be a combination of live 
worship and pre-recorded segments broadcast online. A full 
schedule with links to all our services, learning and program-
ming will be sent to you and will be available on the Temple 
website. We will provide training and direct help for those who 
need support to get online.  

Throughout the High Holy Days, we will highlight the pro-
fessional choir and Kol Simcha, our volunteer choir. We will hear 
the stirring sounds of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah and the 
mournful sound of the cello on Kol Nidre. Fellow congregants 
will chant Torah and offer blessings and so much more. 

In the coming weeks you will receive a special High Holy 
Day mailing that will go into greater detail about what has been 
planned. I appreciate your flexibility, patience and compassion 
as we work to create experiences that will make the High Holy 
Day Season uplifting and fulfilling for us all. 

With sweet wishes for a healthy and happy New Year, 

  Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi 

 

Sincerest Thanks
to our COVID-19 task force volunteers— 

Dr. Amy Benedikt, Dr. Ruth Berggren, Steve 
Kovner, Dr. Charles Lerner, and Fred Weiss. Shalom Y’all

A Warm Welcome to our New Members

David & Kassandra Levay 

Life & Legacy™ Update
College Scholarships 

and Loans
Since Joe and Harry Freeman established a 

Temple student loan fund in 1965, we have helped 
generations of students attend college. When it  
became clear this spring that the global pandemic 
was having a profound impact on college students 
and their families, we renewed our efforts to assist 
students with scholarships and interest-free loans. 
We encouraged college and graduate students to 
apply for assistance. We are delighted that we will 
be able to help 23 young Temple members with 
scholarships and loans this fall.

In addition to the Freeman Student loan Fund 
which provides interest-free student loans that 
you repay after graduation, we have two funds that 
offer college scholarships—the Burnham Fund and 
the Dunkerley-Smith Scholarship and Educational 
Fund. We are grateful to the generous donors who 
established these funds to help future generations 
of young Temple members. Through their foresight, 
we were well poised to act quickly when the 
pandemic struck to offer meaningful assistance to 
Temple members. We manage our fund spending 
carefully to ensure that the funds will remain 
available in perpetuity. 

Like the Freeman, Burnham, and Dunkerley- 
Smith families, dozens of other families have left 
legacy gifts to the Temple to benefit our commu-
nity in a myriad of ways. Together, they make up 
our Legacy Society. If you would like to learn more 
about how you can be remembered forever by  
Temple Beth-El with a gift in your will, trust, retire-
ment account, or life insurance policy, please visit 
beth-elsa.org/legacy-giving or contact Rabbi Alan 
Berlin at aberlin@beth-elsa.org.

Legacy Giving is Transforming our Jewish 
Community—Plan your Gift Now

OF TEMPLE BETH -EL

 Temple Beth-El Bulletin (USPS 016328) is published the first of every month, 
except July, by Temple Beth-El, 211 Belknap Place, San Antonio, Texas 78212-
5896. Application to Mail at Periodicals postage rates is paid at San Antonio, 
Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Temple Beth-El, 211 Belknap 
Place, San Antonio, Texas 78212-5896.

https://www.beth-elsa.org/legacy-giving
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Shabbat Services 
During Social Distancing

Until we can once again be together for Shabbat 
and holiday services in our Wulfe Sanctuary, we will 
continue to offer the following online opportunities  
for worship. 

Shabbat Services 
6:30 pm Fridays and 10:30 am on Saturdays
Simulcast on: 

Zoom (see weekly emails for links)
Live Stream (www.beth-elsa.org/live-streaming)
Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/TempleBethelsa)
Roku Channel (Temple Beth-El, SATX)
YouTube Live (Temple Beth-El, San Antonio)

Online version of Mishkan T’filah for Shabbat at https://
www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated

If possible, please consider using two devices;  
one for your prayer book and one for streaming  
services. You may want to download the kindle  
version of Mishkan T’filahl. 

Thursday, August 20, at 10:30 am

B’not Mitzvah of Madeline Catherine Yanover  
and Lilah Eleanor Yanover, daughters of Amie and 
Stephen Yanover, granddaughters of Glen and  
Sandi Zemla, Herbert Yanover, Michael and Marsha 
Rothman

August 22, at 10:30 am

We will be honoring our 5780 Confirmands  
during Shabbat Morning Services

August 28 and 29
Bar Mitzvah of Myles 

Hiram Baumholtz, son of 
Melissa Baumholtz and Dr. 
Michael Baumholtz; grandson 
of Allan and Louise Baumholtz 
and Wayne and Dorothy 
Hannon

September 18
6:30 pm Erev Rosh Hashanah

September 19
10:30 am Rosh Hashanah
Torah Elaine Kovner and Daniel Laser

 New Year’s 
Greetings 2020/5781

As the New Year marks the close of one year, 
it also celebrates the birth of another.  

May this New Year bring us a future replete with  
new hopes, new horizons, and new dreams.

L’Shanah Tovah Tikateivu! 
May you and your dear ones be inscribed  

for a good and fruitful year ahead! 

Dr Amy and Dr Richard 
Benedikt

Rabbi Mara and Larry 
Nathan 

Cantor Julie and  
Rabbi Alan Berlin 

Rabbi Marina and  
Dave Yergin 

Rabbi Samuel and  
Lynn Stahl 

Leah Apothaker 
Joel and Stephanie 

Swedlove 
Ross Halfant 

Iris Berman-Smith and 
Charley Smith 

Geri Gregory 
Michael Ringel 
Sara and Richard Planto
Dollie Closna
Sonny Coronado
Daniel Escamilla
Alan Johnson
Mike Kung
Janie Perez
Bert Reyna
Edith Vanderventer
Erin McAdams
Miranda Sutin

Mishkan HaNefesh
Our High Holiday services will be held online this year.  

If you would like to purchase your own copy of our siddur  
you have two options. 

Mishkan HaNefesh Kindle Edition—$9.99 each on  
Amazon for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

https://tinyurl.com/MH-RH-kindle
https://tinyurl.com/MH-YK-kindle

Mishkan HaNefesh Hard Copy—$44.00 for a set of  
both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (Use code MHN2020 
when you check out for a 20% discount.)

https://tinyurl.com/MH-hardcover

There is also a free online flipbook version similar to 
what we use for Mishkan T’filah on Friday nights. 

https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/hhd
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Gun Safety & 
Gun Violence 
Prevention

The Talmud states that taking 
one life is equal to destroying a 
whole universe. Therefore, one who 
saves a life saves an entire universe 
(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5). In August, 
NEFESH will focus on Gun Safety & Gun  
Violence Prevention. It’s important to view this issue 
as a human rights issue rather than a political one. 

We will be welcoming Danna Halff of Be Smart and 
Linda Magid of Moms Demand Action, who will inform us 
of both organizations, gun safety information, and how we 
better advocate on this issue. The presentation will be held 
on Tuesday, August 18 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 

To register for this event, please register through 
https://tinyurl.com/gvptbe. 

Danna Halff has been organizing, 
advocating, and educating for com-
mon-sense gun laws for over five years 
with Moms Demand Action. She has 
been a leader and educator of the Be 
Smart for Kids program and was instru-
mental in solidifying the partnership of 
Be SMART with Bexar County.  
Learn more about the campaign at  
www.besmartforkids.org and  
www.Gunsafety4bexar.com. 

Linda Magid is the local group leader for Bexar County 
Moms Demand Action. She is also on the Moms Demand 
National Training Team for Elections and is the local elec-
tions lead for House District 121. Linda came to the work of 
ending gun violence after the Parkland, Florida high school 
shooting and is grateful to have a place to express her un-
ending enthusiasm for creating change through activism.

2020 Census
It’s not too late to fill out the 2020 Census! The 

Census counts every person living in the United States 
(and five territories) and is a tool that helps shape 
different aspects of your community. For the first time, 
you can choose to fill out the Census online, by phone, 
or by mail. 

Due to COVID-19, the United States Census Bureau 
has extended the deadline to October 31. 

Visit https://tinyurl.com/tbecensus to respond to the 
2020 Census today!

Contact Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org if you 
have any questions.

Temple Beth-El’s Nonpartisan 
Civic Engagement Campaign

Our Nonpartisan Civic Engagement Campaign was 
active throughout the spring and summer to ensure the 
success of our mission to make Temple Beth-El a 100% 
voting congregation. 

Dedicated volunteers made phone calls to 480 house-
holds with members 65 years and older about voter registra-
tion, mail-in ballot applications, and obtained their pledge to 
vote. We reached Temple members 18 to 24 years old to make 
sure they were registered and had pledged to vote as well. 

In the coming months, we will call the rest of our Tem-
ple membership, asking congregants to pledge to vote in 
the national election. Save the Date: Early voting begins on 
October 13, and the election is November 3.

We are 
also work-
ing with the 
broader 
San Antonio 
community 
(Jewish and non-Jewish) to strengthen the importance of 
nonpartisan civic engagement in the faith communities. 
With Early Voting approaching, please look for voting infor-
mation and volunteer opportunities. 

If you are interested in joining the campaign or being 
a part of the Nonpartisan Civic Engagement Committee, 
please contact Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org. 
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#TBEMaskOn
Temple Beth-El takes the Jewish concept of pikuach nefesh seriously, to save a life. To be a light unto ev-

eryone else, we began collecting and showing how our community is wearing their masks. Using #TBEMaskOn, 
we shared Temple Beth-El members’ selfies and family photos to our social media channels. As you can see, 
masks came in all sizes, shapes, and colors!  Send your #TBEMaskOn photo to Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org.
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Re-Imagining Religious 
School for 2020-2021

Join us for an innovative year!
Online or In-person, we have a new vision of what  

Religious School can be for your family. 
Check out these highlights:

• Choose classes based on YOUR interests

• Explore Judaism for yourself to inspire a 
love of Jewish learning

• Learn with friends! Flexible age groupings to 
help build community

• Nine key content areas with tons of options 
to choose from! Minecraft anyone?

• Enroll the whole family! Courses the family 
can take together. 

• Shorter class times to maximize your week-
end family time

• Learn Hebrew online in private tutoring or 
small classes!

Based on recommendations of the Temple Beth-El 
COVID-19 Task Force, we have plans for a phased re- 
opening of Religious School, with Phase I being all online, 
followed by a Phase II hybrid model and Phase III in the 
building with safety precautions. The start date for  
Religious School will be determined by local data, but  
we are anticipating an October start date. 

Registration is key to having the staff and resources  
we need. Please register today!  

http://tinyurl.com/TBE-RS  (Preschool-Grade 10)
http://tinyurl.com/tbe-post-conf  (Post-Confirmation, 

Grades 11 & 12)
Questions?  Email Leah Apothaker, Director of  

Congregational Learning leah@beth-elsa.org or Sara Planto, 
Religious School Administrator sara@beth-elsa.org 

Young Adult Contact Info 
As the summer comes to an end, and young adults 

head off to school, work, and everything in between, 
we need to update our contact information. The Rabbis 
and Cantor like to keep in touch with our young adult 
members by sending notes or small care packages 
throughout the year. If you complete this brief form, 
they’ll always know how to be in touch. 

www.tinyurl.com/TBEconnect

Youth Corner
With 5781 fast approaching, 

a new year brings new changes 
at Temple Beth-El. I’m excit-
ed that one of those changes 
is my involvement in youth 
programming, in particular with 
our Temple teens. While I’m still 
learning the ropes, I’m beyond 
excited. 

Soon I will be meeting with our teenagers and 
Youth Committee members to discuss the happenings 
of this year. I know that together, we will create fun and 
meaningful programming throughout the future. 

I look forward to what’s to come!

    Ross Halfant

Temple Beth-El Hunger Project
"And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field or gather the gleanings  

of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger. I, the Eternal, am your God." (Leviticus 23:22)

For over 35 years, our community has come together to 
benefit the San Antonio Food Bank. The Food Bank, whose 
area spans 16 counties, has been actively working during this 
pandemic to ensure that no Texan goes hungry. While nor-
mally serving 60,000 individuals a week, due to COVID-19, 
the need has grown to over 120,000. You can learn more 
about whom the Food Bank serves at safoodbank.org/about-
us/who-we-serve.

Although we are not physically together this year  
during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, together, we  
can still make a difference. Please help Temple  
Beth-El support the San Antonio Food Bank by making a 

contribution to this fundrais-
er and sharing this page with 
your family and friends. Ev-
ery dollar raised will advance 
the San Antonio Food Bank's 
great cause! You can donate 
now or check our progress at 
https://my.safoodbank.org/templebethel.  

Additionally, email Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org, 
for other ways, including volunteer opportunities, to help  
our community.

https://safoodbank.org/about-us/who-we-serve/
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We congratulate those celebrating life’s joyous occasions…
Ilene and Larry Goldman, on the birth of their grand-

son, Noah Sam Rahmani, born to Amy and David Rahmani, in 
Houston.

LaDina and Michael Epstein, on the birth of their 
grandson, Charles Michael Epstein, born to Rachel and Ryan 
Epstein, in Houston.

Taylor and Fernando Garcia, on the birth of their 
daughter, Nora Lilyanne, sister of Aria.

Sally and Michael Hardy, on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Ailah Rose, born to Devra Hardy.

We congratulate those who have achieved something 
extra-special…

Robyn and Scott Rosen, whose daughter Ashley was 
named Publicity Chair for the 2020-2021 academic year for 
Oklahoma University’s Oklahoma Votes.

Mel Eichelbaum, whose book, The Legal Aid 
Lawyer, was cited and specially mentioned in The Jewish 
Veteran, which is the official national news publication of  
the Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A.

Lee Rosenberg, who was given the Legend of the 
HVAC award by the ACHR news. 

Roxanne Henkin who received the Lifetime Member-
ship Award by Literacies and Languages for All.

We congratulate those celebrating milestone birthdays  
in August…

Steven Alexander, Donald Allen, Glenda Alter, 
Michele Baden, Peggy Belasco, Ivy Brook, Conner 
Castillo, Lacey Dalby, Tony Dankowski, Cyndee 
Dubinski, Perry Elias, Felice Feldman, Cheryl Freed, 
Marjorie Gernsbacher, Anne Getter, Jim Gilreath, Aliza 
Holzman-Cantu, Sandy Katz, Bob Kolitz, Stella Markey, 
Marjorie Marks, Linda McKenna, Cheryl Mounger, Marti 
Raba, Amy Reagin, Robin Ream, Blanca Rodriguez, 
Joyce Sheiness, Dr. Claudia Stool, and Benjamin Wulfe.

We congratulate those celebrating milestone birthdays in 
September…

Samantha Abelow, Maynard Burstein, Steven 
Epstein, Lynn Finesilver Crystal, Tony Garfunkel, Leo 
Greenblum, Tracy Hammer, Bernard P. Harris, Sharon 
Hellman-Freiberg, Mia Hockersmith, Elijah Kahlenberg, 
Herbert Karren, Maura Kraus, S. Stephen Lang, Allen 
Raufman, Jerry Rehmar, Joaquin Romero, Wilma 
Rosenblatt, Beatrice Rosenstein, Micheline Rotblut, 
Reed Sechler, and Preston Westheimer. 

We congratulate those celebrating milestone  
anniversaries in August…

20 Years: Sharon and Geoffrey Friedlander

25 Years:  Anne and Mark Herzberg

30 Years:  Dee and Rick Carduner  
  Julie and Wayne Fagan 
  Ellen and Ira Hessel 
  Arwen and Ralph Wilson

50 Years:  Claudia and Don Bankler

65 Years:  Jeannie and Alvin Frieden

74 Years:  Dorothy and Gerd Miller

We congratulate those celebrating milestone  
anniversaries in September…

20 Years:  Sophia Azoubel and Raul Lomeli-Azoubel 
	 	 Alicia	Leff	and	Dr.	Stephen	Shanfield

30 Years:  Martha and Rand Riklin

50 Years:  Wendy and Phil Geisler

In the Temple Family

Share Your Prayers  
for the New Year

Each year during the Rosh Hashanah Torah 
Service we share prayers for the well being of our 
congregation, our teachers and their students, our 
country and the State of Israel. This year, rather 
than simply reading the words from the prayer book 
we would like to share your pre-recorded prayers 
with the congregation instead. 

Please record a brief video (record the video 
in horizontal mode and e-mail it to joel@beth-elsa.
org) to share your personal prayers for the New 
Year. Simply record yourself and/or members of 
your family sharing a traditional Holy Day greeting 
or pick one of the following subjects and prompts. 
[One prompt only please.]

Prayer for our Congregation
This year, I pray that our Congregation…
My prayer for our congregation this year is…

Prayers for our teachers and their students
This year, I pray that our teachers and our  

 students…
This year, my prayer for our teachers and their  

 students is…

Prayer for our country
This year, I pray that our Country…
My prayer for our Country this year is…

Prayer for the State of Israel
This year, I pray that the State of Israel…
This year, my prayer for the State of Israel is…

Traditional Greetings
Happy New Year!
Shanah Tovah!
Shanah Tovah u’mitukah!
May it be a healthy and happy new year for all!

Thank you for helping us create a meaningful 
and spiritual High Holy Day experience for our 
community.

mailto:joel@beth-elsa.org


Page 8                               Temple Beth-El Bulletin 

SAISD Schools Need Your Help!
SAISD’s academic year is set to begin online on August 17 and they are counting on organizations like Temple Beth-El  

to support local schools. Due to COVID-19, the need for help is even greater, and we aim to help in many ways! Both  
monetary donations and school supply donations are greatly appreciated. Below is a list of sought after school supplies  
for the 2020/2021 school year. 

Go to https://tinyurl.com/saisdfoundation to donate funds directly to the SAISD Foundation for school supplies.
Go to https://tinyurl.com/tbesaisd to view SAISD’s School Supply Drive Amazon Wishlist. You can also use AmazonSmile, 

and a portion of your purchase will be donated to Temple Beth-El. 

HEAD START 
☐ School supplies provided by Head Start
☐ 1 complete change of clothing (label all

clothing)
☐ 2 bath towels
☐ 1 backpack
PRE-KINDER 3 
☐ 2 complete changes of clothing (label all

clothing)
☐ 1 box of tissues
☐ 1 box of jumbo crayons (8 basic colors)
☐ 1 bottle of school glue (4 oz.)
☐ 1 box of markers
☐ 1 toothbrush
☐ 1 tube of toothpaste
PRE-KINDER 4 
☐ 1 complete change of clothing (label all

clothing)
☐ 1 box of tissues
☐ 1 box of jumbo crayons (8 basic colors)
☐ 1 bottle of school glue (4 oz.)
☐ 2 husky pencils
☐ 1 box of markers
☐ 1 toothbrush
☐ 1 tube of toothpaste
KINDERGARTEN 
☐ 1 pair of scissors (blunt end)
☐ 1 set/tray watercolors
☐ 1 box of colored, non-toxic markers (8 ct.)
☐ 1 box of jumbo crayons (8 basic colors)
☐ 2 #2 pencils
☐ 1 school supply box
☐ 1 bottle of school glue (4 oz.)
☐ 2 pocket folders
☐ 1 primary writing tablet (manuscript paper)
☐ 2 large boxes of tissues
☐ 2 spiral notebooks (70 sheets)
FIRST GRADE 
☐ 1 3-ring binder
☐ 6 pocket folders (various colors)
☐ 1 box of crayons (16 ct.)
☐ 1 package of #2 pencils
☐ 4 spiral notebooks (70 pages, wide ruled)
☐ 1 large spiral notebook (4 subject)
☐ 1 bottle of school glue (8 oz.)
☐ 1 pair of scissors (blunt end)
☐ 1 large box of tissues
☐ 2 erasers (soft pink)
☐ 1 package of loose-leaf notebook paper (wide

ruled)
☐ 1 box of colored markers

SECOND GRADE 
☐ 2 red lead pencils
☐ 1 package of loose-leaf notebook paper (wide

ruled)
☐ 4 spiral notebooks (70 pages, wide ruled)
☐ 1 12” ruler (with centimeters)
☐ 1 box of crayons (24 ct.)
☐ 1 bottle of school glue (8 oz.)
☐ 1 pair of scissors (pointed end)
☐ 1 package of #2 pencils
☐ 6 pocket folders (with brads, various colors)
☐ 1 large box of tissues
THIRD GRADE 
☐ 1 box of colored map pencils
☐ 1 spiral notebook
☐ 1 box of crayons (16 ct.)
☐ 1 eraser
☐ 1 12” ruler (with centimeters)
☐ 1 large box of tissues
☐ 1 large bottle of school glue
☐ 1 large package of loose-leaf notebook paper
☐ 1 pair of scissors (pointed end)
☐ 1 package of #2 pencils
☐ 6 pocket folders (with brads, various colors)
☐ 2 red lead pencils
FOURTH GRADE 
☐ 1 box of colored map pencils
☐ 1 eraser
☐ 1 box of crayons (16 ct.)
☐ 1 large package of loose-leaf notebook paper
☐ 1 12” ruler (with centimeters)
☐ 1 large bottle of school glue
☐ 1 pair of scissors (pointed end)
☐ 1 package of #2 pencils
☐ 6 pocket folders (with brads, various colors)
☐ 1 large box of tissues
☐ 2 spiral notebooks
FIFTH GRADE 
☐ 1 box of crayons (16 ct.)
☐ 1 box of colored map pencils
☐ 1 pair of scissors (pointed end)
☐ 1 large bottle of school glue
☐ 1 12” ruler (with centimeters)
☐ 1 package of #2 pencils
☐ 2 red lead pencils
☐ 1 large box of tissues
☐ 2 ballpoint pens (blue or black)
☐ 6 pocket folders (with brads, various colors)
☐ 1 spiral notebook
☐ 1 large package of loose-leaf notebook paper

2020-2021 Standard School Supply Checklist 

*Individual schools may request additional items
(Note:  School supply lists for grades 6-12 will be provided by the schools.)
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Temple Beth-El Helps 
Deliver Meals to 

Veterans Experiencing 
Homelessness

This past Memorial Day and Independence Day, Temple 
Beth-El participated with the Neighborhood Faith Conven-
ing and Via Metropolitan Transit to deliver meals to over 160 
homeless veterans at the GI-Forum’s Veterans’ Residence.

The other faith-based organizations in the Neighbor-
hood Faith Convening are Christ Episcopal Church, Laurel 
Heights United Methodist Church, Metropolitan Community 
Church of San Antonio, University Presbyterian Church, and 
Trinity Baptist Church.

Rise Against Hunger: 
Update

Earlier this year, our congregation had the 
opportunity to package over 15,000 meals with Rise 
Against Hunger, a national nonprofit dedicated to 
fighting food insecurity around the world. Our meals 
were placed in a shipping container (along with 285,120 
other meals) to eSwatini (located in Southern Africa), 
where they will provide nourishment to impoverished 
communities! Mazel tov, Temple Beth-El!

eSwatini flag

CreativKids SA took on a whole new look this year 
when the pandemic came along, and the decision was 
made not to hold in-person camp. The San Antonio Food 
Bank continued to provide breakfast and lunch, and 
CreativKids put together activity bags for our “campers” 
each day throughout June and July. Parents drove up 
to the porte-cochere, where they were able to pick up 
their items. Over the summer, our camp provided 903 
activity bags and 1564 meals to 
133 unique campers, averaging 
about 30 per day.

The camp could not run 
without our volunteers. Special 
thanks to Neely Kasanoff, 
Merril Kasanoff, Hannah 
Margolis, Mindi Silver Weiss, 
Danna Halff, Daniel Halff, 
Iris Lieberman, Zoe Nasits, 
Ashley Rosen, and Ben Sutin. 
Many non-Temple members 
volunteered as well.

Thank you also to Mike 
Kung and all of the custodians, who are always so helpful 
and kind.

Lastly, thanks to all who donated monetarily and 
to those who gave items from the CreativKids’ Amazon 
wishlist. You all helped make camp, despite unusual  
circumstances, a great success! We hope next year will 
be back to normal!

—Kathi Kardon and Robyn Rosen, Co-Directors

@TBE20s30s
We hope everyone is staying safe during these 

challenging times. 
While we miss seeing everyone, we also know that 

at this time, our @TBE20s30s programming has to look 
different, and we aren’t able to proceed with in-person 
events. Temple has a robust COVID Task Force, and we 
will be following their recommendations and protocols 
and not encouraging people to gather in person.

We, as a 20s 30s group, will move programming to 
digital spaces and we want to hear your ideas. We want 
to co-construct digital spaces where we can be con-
nected and inspired. We want to hear from you. What  
are your ideas for digital programming? Email Cory 
and Michael with your ideas for digital programming: 
tbe20s30ssa@gmail.com.

  —Cory Palmer and Michael Epstein
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10-Month Mussar Course
 Judaism teaches that we have 48 character traits, and 

we all carry different measures of each attribute. In the 
end, our lives are measured by the character that we have. 
Mussar helps us intentionally develop our inner virtues to 
improve our lives.

Rabbi Alan Morinis writes in his book, Everyday Holiness, 
“What sets one person apart from another is not whether we 
have certain traits while someone else has different ones, 
but rather the degree, or measure of the traits that live in 
each of our souls.” Mussar is translated as measure.

Beginning Thursday, September 3, Temple  
Beth-El will offer a 10-month course of mussar study 
with trained mussar facilitator, Geri Gregory.

The text to be used for this course is The Musssar Torah 
Commentary: A Spiritual Path to Living a Meaningful and 
Ethical Life, edited by Rabbi Barry H. Block. See the adjoin-
ing article for details.

Each participant will be asked to meet once a month on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in a va’ad (the entire group of 
participants) and once a month with a chevrutah (assigned 
study partner), as well as complete the assigned readings 
from the text. Beginners and seasoned mussar learners are 
welcome to participate in this course, however beginners will 
be required to attend a few extra sessions in the beginning to 
learn about mussar practice. The va’ad will meet via Zoom as 
long as is necessary, and then in person when it is possible.

The cost for this 10-month course is $100 for seasoned 
mussar learners and $140 for beginners, and all participants 
will need a copy of the book. You must register and pay for 
this course online at https://tinyurl.com/mussar2020 no later 
than Thursday, September 3.

Questions? Contact Geri Gregory at geri@beth-elsa.org 
or 210-733-9135 ext 120.

Rabbi Barry Block to 
Speak August 25

Join us on Tuesday, August 
25 at 7:00 pm via Zoom as 
Rabbi Barry H. Block speaks 
to our congregation about 
his book, The Musssar Torah 
Commentary: A Spiritual Path  
to Living a Meaningful and 
Ethical Life.

Edited by Rabbi Barry H. 
Block with a foreword by Alan 

Morinis, DPhil, this mussar-based commentary is a 
vital resource for Torah study, offering a thoughtful 
analysis of each of the 54 weekly parashot. Each 
essay in this anthology brings a parashah into  
juxtaposition with one of the 
mussar middot (character traits 
as described within the Jewish 
school of ethics called mussar), 
thereby providing an applied lens 
of mussar teachings that helps us 
to delve deeper into our tradition 
with increased mindfulness and 
intention.

Rabbi Block serves  
Congregation B’nai Israel  
in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
A Houston native and graduate of Amherst College,  
Rabbi Block was ordained by Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion in 1991 after studying at 
its Jerusalem, Los Angeles, and New York campus-
es and received his DD, honoris causa, in 2016. He 
served our Temple from 1992 to 2012.

 Block currently serves as faculty dean at URJ 
Henry S. Jacobs Camp, a role he held for twenty- 
one years at URJ Greene Family Camp. He is a past 
board chair of Planned Parenthood of South Texas. 
He is a proud father of Robert and Daniel.  

You must pre-register to attend this discussion 
at https://tinyurl.com/TBEmussarBook.

The Mussar Torah Commentary: A Spiritual Path 
to Living a Meaningful and Ethical Life is currently 
being offered at a special 20% discount off the retail 
price at https://tinyurl.com/CCAR-MTC for all partici-
pants of this program. 

Use the promo code: MUSSAR20 at checkout. It 
is valid until September 5.

The book is also available digitally as a Kindle 
ebook and can be purchased at https://tinyurl.com/
MTC-kindle.

Need Help with 
Recovery?

If you are struggling or have a friend or family 
member who is, the TBE Recovery Chavurah is a good 
resource.

We do not share information with the Temple, 
nor do we keep records. You may contact  
JimBisGrateful@gmail.com.

Anyone seeking timely advice regarding issues 
relating to addiction can also contact one of the Temple 
rabbis, who will give you one of the Recovery Chavurah 
member’s phone number for a prompt response.

https://tinyurl.com/MTC-kindle
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Temple Book Chavurah
Tuesday, August 18  |  7:00 pm  |  Zoom

This book group for adults of all ages meets every 
other month on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, and in the 
past year, the discussions have been diverse, lively, and 
interesting. All are welcome to join at any time. Make plans 
and mark your calendar for the following discussions: 
Tuesday, August 18—The Black Count by Tom Reiss

 Generations have been 
enthralled by Alexandre Dumas’ 
characters, especially the 
wronged hero in The Count of 
Monte Cristo and the daring 
swordsmen in The Three 
Musketeers. Yet few realize that 
these memorable characters 
were inspired by Dumas’ father, 
General Alex Dumas, the 
son of a French count and a 
black Haitian slave. Tom Reiss 
brings the elder Dumas alive 

with previously unpublished correspondence and 
meticulous research, providing the context necessary 
to understand how exceptional his life as a mulatto 
general in a slave-owning empire truly was. From 
single-handedly holding a bridge in the Alps against 20 
enemies to spending years held captive in a fortress, 
Alex Dumas is a fascinating character that not even his 
son’s vivid imagination could have dreamed up.

The Zoom link is https://tinyurl.com/BlackCount.

Here are the selections this group will read in the 
coming year:

October 20: The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel 
Wilkerson 

December 22: The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
and Clay by Michael Chabon 

February 23: The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides 

April 20: The Bridal Chair by Gloria Goldreich 

June 22: The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 

RSVP or ask to be added to the notification list  
for this group and to receive the Zoom invitation  
prior to each session by contacting Geri Gregory at 
geri@beth-elsa.org. 

Take Your Hebrew Skills 
to the Next Level

Two adult Hebrew classes taught by Rachel Walsh will 
be offered on Wednesday evenings (via Zoom) beginning 
September 9. If you want to increase your knowledge of 
Hebrew, then join Rachel for one of these classes:

Class 1: 6:00 to 7:00 pm—This will be a post-beginner 
class; knowledge of the Alef-Bet and ability to read words 
is required. The class is customized to the interest of the 
class.

Class 2: 7:15 to 8:15 pm—This intermediate class will 
focus on learning different aspects of Hebrew language; 
basic experience with Hebrew beyond the Alef-Bet is re-
quired. A textbook and graded novel are used. The class  
is customized to the interest of the class.

There will be a total of 10 classes. The fee for the 10 
sessions of either of these classes is $80 for members of 
Temple and $105 for non-members. Your registration 
and payment are due by September 1. Information 
regarding the Zoom link and password will be forwarded 
upon registration. For registration and payment, go  
to https://tinyurl.com/tbehebrew. For further information 
about the classes, contact Rachel at rhwalsh@sbcglobal.net 
or 210-363-7738.

 Little Free Library 
Temple Beth-El has a Little Free Library at the corner 

of Belknap and Ashby, offering local residents and Temple 
goers a variety of books. 

The idea for the Little Free Library was brought forth 
by Barbara Richmond and built by Brotherhood members 
Daniel Laser and Larry Macune. 

Temple members donate the books to keep the library 
stocked and ready for the many people in our community. 
When you’re in the neighborhood, take a book, share a book!

Have books you’d like to donate? Put them in the Little 
Free Library!

HoneyIsSweet.com

Send a Sweet  Message 
To Your Friends & Family

Now, more than ever, sending 
honey is a meaningful gesture 

when we can’t be together.

order deadline is August 18 

http://honeyissweet.com/
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RABBI NATHAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN APPRECIATION
                                       Sol Center at University Presbyterian Church
                                       Gerri and Steve Jacobs
IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Keyser and in appreciation  Mitchell Kaliff and  
         Bruce Smiley-Kaliff
Dr. Maria Kisseleva  Dr. Olesya and Dmitri Kisselev
Dr. Louis H. Green  Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hoffman
Elsa Franco and in appreciation  Henry Franco
Frances Kaplan  Jacqueline and Raymond  
Harvey Biskin       McClellan
Harold Schwartz  Hope and Daniel Zimmerman
Leo Rose and in appreciation  Chickie Rose
Lynne Marie Lachman Penner  The Penner Family
    Harriet and David Oppenheimer
Randal Gernsbacher  Claudia and Don Bankler
    Marjorie Gernsbacher
Morris Bankler  Claudia and Don Bankler
Stanley Jack Hoffman  Ann Winer
Wilma Fischer  Linda Levy and Daniel Laser

RABBI STAHL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF
The 55th wedding anniversary   Sandra and  Kline 
 of Nancy and Dr. Barry Portnoy
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAYS OF
Judy Palans  Judy Lachman
Joni Way  
Stanley Schoenbaum 
Barbara Dreeben 
IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF
Chickie and Leo Rose  Judy Lachman
IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Keyser  Joan and David Alexander
Tennie Gans  Roselle Lebo
Milton Lebo 
Leo Rose  Chickie Rose
    Jean and Bernard Harris
    Jennie and Stanley Schoenbaum
Stanley M. Josephson  Beverly Shifrin

CANTOR BERLIN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Marjorie and Lester Lande  Reginald and Cathy Guettner  
         and Allison and Tem Nieto

DUNKERLEY-SMITH	SCHOLARSHIP	&	 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Donald Dragutscky  Lori and Murray Schlesinger

GENERAL	OPERATING	FUND	OF	TEMPLE	BETH-EL
IN HONOR OF THE BAR MITZVAH OF
Ernesto Fernandez-Rey  Juan Jose Rey
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF
Leslie Collins  Susan and Dr. Lawrence Siegel
IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Keyser  Mindi Alterman and  
         Dr. Glenn Halff
    Judy and Seymour Palans
    Karen and David Palans
    Bette and Jack Vexler
    Janet Westheimer and  
         Joe Westheimer, Jr
Dean Lewis  Terry and Russell Davis

Elsa Franco  Mindi Alterman and  
         Dr. Glenn Halff
    Karen and David Palans
    Beatrice Rosenstein
    Brenda Schram
Fannie Leon  Ruthie Chafetz
Harry Stahl  Lynn and Rabbi Samuel Stahl
Ina Bushon  Judy Lackritz and Bill Long
Jerry Kelfer  Mindi Alterman and Dr. Glenn Halff
    Sally Halff
    Janet Westheimer and  
         Joe Westheimer, Jr
Josef Weisz  Anna Rado
Kornelia Weisz
Leo Rose  Janet Westheimer and  
         Joe Westheimer, Jr
Lou Ann Price  Mindi Alterman and Dr. Glenn Halff
Lynne Marie Lachman Penner  Georgiana and Kenny Kremer and  
         Kelly and Sam Klein
Randal Gernsbacher  Susan and Dr. Lawrence Siegel
Steven Palans  Judy and Seymour Palans
Suzanne Polowe Pinansky  Mickey and Steven  Gross
CONTRIBUTION  Laura Castillo

JACOBSON GARDEN FUND
IN MEMORY OF
PhoPho Anthony  Tina and Brian Weiner

NORMAN FINK MEMORIAL LOAN FUND
CONTRIBUTION  Anne Smith

JULIETTE & JACK ART MA’ASEH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN HONOR OF
The 60th wedding anniversary  Maxine and Dick Zucker 
 of Marge and Dr. Alfred Miller
The 55th  wedding anniversary  
 of Nancy and Dr. Barry Portnoy 
The 55th wedding anniversary  Sandra and Fredic Kline 
 of Maxine and Dick Zucker

LANDSMAN FAMILY RELIEF FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Missy Berler  Carole and Nick Brand

LEONARD & SHIRLEY STERLING MEMORIAL  
LIBRARY FUND FOR THE BENDINER LIBRARY
IN HONOR OF
The 30th wedding anniversary of  Barbara Levy 
 Lauren Hughes and Dr. Don Meagher
IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Dian Levy  Barbara Levy
Wilma Fischer  Dr. Roxanne Henkin and  
         Mary Lou Daugherty

OSIAS AND BEULAH WOLF “FEED THE HUNGRY” FUND
IN HONOR OF
The 60th wedding anniversary   LuAnn and Dr. Lawrence Cohen 
 of Esther and Bernie Boarnet 
IN MEMORY OF
Jerry Kelfer  Pat Safir
Stanley Spigel 
Moe Goldman  Harriet and David Wolf
CONTRIBUTION  Joel Collins

We Gratefully Acknowledge the  
Contributions of Our Members and Friends

Contributions received in the Temple office by Thursday, September 10 will appear in the October Temple Bulletin. For a list of 
Temple funds and their descriptions, go to the Temple website at www.beth-elsa.org/Funds. You may also make a contribution online at 
www.beth-elsa.org/Donations.

— continued on page 14 
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We note with sorrow the passing of our members…

Wilma Lown Fischer 
mother of David Fischer, Helene Elbein,  

and Wendy (and Mark) Tabish

Elsa Franco
mother of Henry W. (and Donna) Franco, Judy V. Franco 

(and Gabriel Garcia), and Dr. James E. (and Ilene) Franco; 
grandmother of Jason (and Lauren) O’Krent, Alyssa 

O’Krent, Danielle (and Travis) Miller, Jeffrey (and Kelli) 
Franco, Paula Rossi; great-grandmother of Lilly and 

Jackson O’Krent and Benjamin Miller 

Estelle “Prissy” Lieberman Kaufman
mother of Bill Kaufman, grandmother of Brad and  

Jen Kaufman, sister-in-law of Tom Kaufman;  
aunt of Warren Kaufman and Brian Allen

Barbara G. Keyser
wife of Dr. Herbert G. Keyser; mother of Mitchell Kaliff 

(and Bruce Smiley-Kaliff), Melissa Kaliff,  
Melani Skybell (and Nic Tsolainos), Matthew Kaliff  
(and Beth Kaliff), Christopher Keyser (and Susan  

Sprung-Keyser), Stephanie Keller (and Paul Keller)

Eric Levi 
father of Laura Levi

Lynne Penner
mother of Matthew (Stacy) Penner and Melanie  

(and Andrew) Weinberg; grandmother of Sammy Penner, 
Angel Lopez, Ellie Weinberg, and Paige Weinberg;  

aunt of Millie Greenberg, Joel (and Michelle) Greenberg, 
Mitchell (and Karly) Penner and Max (Melanie Mizrahi) 

Penner. Sister of Andee Lachman and sister-in-law  
of Beryl (and Herm) Greenberg and Marsha Penner, 

cousin of Lesta Frank; the extended family also  
includes Mark Penner and Janice Penner

Leo Rose
husband of Chickie Rose, his children,  

Kenny Rose (Sherry Ritchie-Rose), Julie Rose, Laurie 
Levit (Steven Ades), Kalima Rose (nee Cathy Levit), 

Nancy Levit (Cathy Underwood), and Stephen Levit (Ann 
Levit); his grandchildren, Osha Levgin (Jenny Eiger), 

Andraya Hall (John Hall), Rachel Levit Ades, Noah Levit 
Ades, Joby Levit, and Mila Levit; his great-grandson, 

Elijah Levgin; nephews, Paul Rose, and Barry Rose;  
and his sister in law, Maxine Rose

The Congregation extends its sincere condolences  
to the families of…

Harvey Biskin
husband of Bayla Biskin; father of Jill (and Tom) Cerbu, 

Andy (and Limor Tomer) Biskin, and Roslyn (and Rodney) 
Crumrine; grandfather of Alois Cerbu,  

Amal Harvey Biskin and Eli and Zach Crumrine

Howard Chen
father of Carl (and Sarah Chen)

Al Gorbett
husband of Dale Flashberg

Col. Dennis H. Johnson
     father of Patrick (and Kellie) Johnson;  

grandfather of Barrett Johnson, Landry Johnson,  
and Cooper Johnson

Suzanne Polowe Pinansky
mother of Dr. I. Victor (and Ellie) Pinansky  

and David (and Harriet) Pinansky;
 grandmother of Barton Pinansky, Samuel Pinansky, 

Sarah Pinansky, Tara (and Keith) Witcher,  
and Mark (and Andrea) Pinansky; and  

great-grandmother of Sawyer Witcher,  
Lucas Witcher, and Massimo Pinansky

Lou Ann Price
mother of Angela (and Steve) Rubin;  

grandmother of Kathleen Rubin, Alex Rubin,  
and William Joseph Rubin, of blessed memory

Tamara Senyshyn
sister of Valentina Korman and aunt of Valentine Korman

Anne “Honey” Stern
grandmother of Sam Stern

Karen Jane Wagner
sister of Lynne (and Peter) Balbert; brother, Mark  
(and Kristy) Bollinger and our sister Tracey Lingo  

(of blessed memory). Aunt of Rebecca and (Jeffrey) 
Kahn, Rachel Balbert, Reika Balbert, Risa (and Dillon) 

Brown, Renna (and Joshua) Berman and Scott Bollinger; 
great aunt of Emily, Isaac and Hannah Kahn  

and Rory Berman

Bonnie Wiedermann
sister of Shirley Blanks

“May their souls be bound up  
in the bonds of eternal life.”
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Stay Connected
We want to remain connected to you during this fragile time for our community. Our staff is working remotely from their 

homes until it is safe for us to reopen the Temple offices. During this period it is best to reach our staff at their email addresses be-
low. Please be sure to visit beth-elsa.org and our Temple Facebook page ( facebook.com/TempleBethelsa) for up to date information.
Rabbi Mara S. Nathan  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  MNathan@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Marina Yergin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  MYergin@beth-elsa.org
Cantor Julie Berlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  JBerlin@beth-elsa.org
Rabbi Alan Berlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ABerlin@beth-elsa.org 
     Executive Director 
Leah Apothaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leah@beth-elsa.org 
     Director of Congregational Learning
Joel Swedlove  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Joel@beth-elsa.org       
    Director of Strategic Engagement
Iris Berman-Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Iris@beth-elsa.org 
     Clergy and Cemetery Administrator 

Geri Gregory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Geri@beth-elsa.org 
    Member Services Coordinator
Ross Halfant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ross@beth-elsa.org 
    Social Justice Coordinator
Michael Ringel, Controller. . . . . . . . . . .  Michael@beth-elsa.org
Edith Vanderventer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Edith@beth-elsa.org 
     Rabbinic Assistant & Cantorial Assistant 
Sara Planto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sara@beth-elsa.org 
     Religious School Administrator
Dollie Closna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dollie@beth-elsa.org
     Administrative Assistant

Shalom Y’all
Are	you	unaffiliated	or	know	someone	 

who is interested in joining our  
Congregation? 

Contact Joel Swedlove at  
Joel@beth-elsa.org

2020 President’s 
Volunteer Service Awards

We congratulate the following eleven indi-
viduals who volunteered many hours this year 
and earned a prestigious President’s Volunteer 
Service Award. Most of them were honored at 
Volunteer Shabbat Services on May 8.

Hayden Eichelbaum—GOLD, 306 hours, 
SASO (Student Athlete’s Serving Others), Special 
Reach, Valour Warriors, Clark HS NHS Hours / Service,  
Temple Beth-El (Madrachim, SAFTY,  Hanukkah wrapping, 
meal delivery), J-Serve, Clark HS Basketball Volunteer work

Debbie Feinberg—BRONZE, 137 hours, CreativKids SA 
summer day camp

Daniel Halff—BRONZE, 50 hours, CreativKids SA summer 
day camp, Ronald McDonald House, Children’s Bereavement 
Center, University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio Food 
Bank, Brookdale Senior Living Community, and Tutoring 
Math

Danna Halff—GOLD, 500+ hours, Moms Demand Action, 
JCC, and the Weinberg Jewish Community Campus

Jim Halff—GOLD, 500+ hours, Temple Beth-El President
Gary Kressbach—SILVER, 185 hours, CreativKids SA 

summer day camp, Brandeis H.S. spirit sales, and other 
Brandeis H.S. duties

Jonathan Kressbach—was awarded the GOLD  
President’s Volunteer Service Award already this year  
from Greene Family Camp for 250 hours for his summer  
as Avodah and his hours for NFTY.

Michael Kressbach—BRONZE, 55 hours, SAFTY Purim 
Carnival, Hamentaschen baking, Madrich, and CreativKids 
SA summer day camp

Robin Kressbach—SILVER, 400 hours, Temple Beth-El, 
Alamo Heights Rotary, Brandeis H.S., CreativKids SA  
summer day camp, and Senior Planet/OATS

Benjamin Sutin—BRONZE, 100 hours, San Antonio 
Jewish Senior Services, Street 2 Feet, Christian Assistance 
Ministries, 7 Cups, Homeless Hub Distribution center, San 
Antonio Food Bank

Sharon Teich—GOLD, 5,000+ hours, Temple Beth-El, 
Temple Beth-El Sisterhood, JCC, and Wish for Our Heroes

If you or someone in your family is interested in qualifying 
for the President’s Volunteer Service Award, please contact 
Ross Halfant at ross@beth-elsa.org for further information.

RABBI MARK S. GOODMAN  
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAYS OF
Stanley Alterman  Bonnie Reed and  
Steven Butler       Stu Schlossberg
Nancy Gerson  
Shannon Goodman 
Judy Palans  
Kristi Petlin  
Bonnie Place  
Stanley Schoenbaum 
Ruthie Wurzburg 
IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES OF
Sylvia and Dr. Herbert Brown  Bonnie Reed and 
Cheryl and David Levinson       Stu Schlossberg
Marge and Al Miller  
Joci and Joe Straus Jr.  
Sylvia and Dr. Hugh Wolff 
IN MEMORY OF
Charles Goodman  Ilene Goodwoman and  
         Robert Wagoner
Diane Sterling  Ethel and Dr. Richard Wayne
SELIGMAN-WASHER	MEMORIAL	 
MUSICAL ARTS FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Susan Polowe Pinansky  Susan Cook
Tom Pinansky
WILLIAM J. RUBIN CAMPERSHIP FUND  
AT GREENE FAMILY CAMP
IN MEMORY OF
Lou Ann Price  Leslie Selig Byrd  
         and Rick Byrd
    Bill Goodman

Contributions — continued from page 12 

mailto:Ross@beth-elsa.org
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Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for the October Temple Bulletin will 

be Friday, September 10, at 12:00 pm. All articles and 
photos must be submitted by that time. 

Articles and photos may be submitted via email to 
geri@beth-elsa.org. Articles may not exceed 250 words.

Friday, October 2  |  6:00 pm   
Erev Sukkot Service

Saturday, October 3  |  10:30 am 
Sukkot Morning Festival Service

Sukkot

Saturday, September 12  |  9:00 pm 
 Havdalah and Selichot Service (on Zoom)

The observance of Selichot reminds us that the High 
Holy Days are fast approaching. Selichot, which translates 
as ‘forgiveness’ is both the name of the late-night service 
on the Saturday before Rosh Hashanah as well as the name 
for penitential prayers that are recited before the High 
Holy Days and other fast days throughout the year. In many 
ways, the prayers which make up the Selichot service mirror 
the themes of the season when we ask God to forgive our 
“transgressions, iniquity, and sin.” 

Through readings, meditations, and beautiful music, we 
are encouraged to reflect on the past year and how we will 
affect teshuvah for ourselves in the year to come. We also 
mark the beginning of the High Holy Day season with the 
ritual of placing white mantels on our Torah scrolls to repre-
sent purity and the wish that through repentance, our sins 
will be made white as snow (Isaiah 1:18). 

Selichot

Atzeret-Simchat Torah 

Order a Lulav & Etrog Set 
for Your Home Sukkah!
Sukkot is October 2-9. This is the perfect year to 

have a home Sukkah in your backyard or on your patio! 
A Deluxe Lulav & Etrog set from Israel can be yours for 
$60 if you order by September 15. 

Contact Geri Gregory at 210-733-9135 ext. 120,  
or geri@beth-elsa.org. 

Friday, October 9  |  6:00 pm 
Erev Atzeret-Simchat Torah Service  
with festive music

Saturday, October 10  |  10:30 am
 Atzeret-Simchat Torah Morning Festival Worship 
    Service with Yizkor-Memorial Prayers

Normally, this group likes to go to dinner and watch a 
movie together, but times are temporarily different. This 
group recommends watching the two movies listed below, 
then gathering together to discuss them on Zoom.

Thursday, August 20  |  7:00 pm  
When Jews Were Funny

 Available to watch on Amazon 
Prime. Insightful and often hilarious, 
Alan Zweig’s documentary When 
Jews Were Funny surveys the histo-
ry of Jewish comedy, from the early 
days of Borsht belt to the present, 
ultimately exploring not just ethnici-
ty in the entertainment industry, but 
also the entire unruly question of 
what it means to be Jewish.

The answers are surprising. 
Veterans of the 1940s and 1950s, 
an age when assimilation was a goal, deny, sometimes 
vehemently, that their comedy reflected anything of Jewish 
culture. For several of the younger comics, their biggest 
influences are family members, fathers, aunts, yentas. 
Many bemoan the loss of Yiddish while arguing about the 
quintessential Jewish joke.

As Zweig and his subjects shuttle from the universal to 
the particular and back again, the movie’s real subject isn’t 
so much comedy but what it means to be Jewish. It’s an im-
possible question to answer, of course. But it’s also one well 
worth exploring, especially in a movie as funny and heartfelt 
as this one.

Register for the Zoom discussion at https://tinyurl.
com/JewsFunny.

Thursday, September 15  |  7:00 pm  
JCC Film Festival Selection

Watch your email for an announcement of which JCC 
Film Festival selection will be discussed on September 15 
(The Film Festival is on September 13).

https://tinyurl.com/JewsFunny


The mission of Temple Beth-El, the historic heart of Reform Judaism  
in San Antonio, is to provide a sacred framework that  

inspires people to cultivate their Jewish lives.

Address Service
Requested

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

211 Belknap Place
San Antonio, Texas 78212

210-733-9135

PERIODICAL
Officers

Amy Benedikt, M.D., President
Debbie Roos, Senior Vice President

Barry Chasnoff, Vice President
Jean Kolovson, Vice President

Robin Kressbach, Vice President
Bregger Garrison, Treasurer

Trent Boarnet, Secretary

Auxiliaries
Roger Ojeda, Brotherhood President

Fran Cohen, Sisterhood President
Maya Epstein, SAFTY President

Rabbis
Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi

Marina Yergin, Assistant Rabbi
Dr. Samuel M. Stahl, Emeritus

Cantor
Julie Berlin

Professional Staff
Rabbi Alan Berlin, Executive Director

Leah Apothaker,  
Director of Congregational Learning 

Joel Swedlove, Director of Strategic Engagement 
Iris Berman-Smith,  

Clergy & Cemetery Administrator
Michael Ringel, Controller 

Geri Gregory, Member Services Coordinator
Ross Halfant, Social Justice Coordinator

Michael D. Kung, Facilities Manager

TBE Streaming on All Your Devices
You can now watch all of Temple Beth-El’s live-

streamed services, programs, and special events on your 
streaming enabled television!

If you have a Roku device or RokuTV just add the  
Temple Beth-El, SATX channel in the channel store.

If you have an AppleTV, Amazon FireStick or other 
streaming device you can access our live content from  
Temple Beth-El’s YouTube channel through the YouTube 
app. Simply search “Temple Beth-El, San Antonio” and  
subscribe so you’ll be always be connected.

Bulletin Schedule Update
In light of our current uncertain times, we will be 

changing our Bulletin schedule for the remainder of 
the 2020 calendar year. You will receive an October/
November bulletin during the first week of October 
and a December/January bulletin the first week of 
December. Whether you receive your bulletin digitally 
or a hard copy in the mail, this change will not affect 
your delivery. 

Additionally, we will be mailing a standalone High 
Holiday brochure with expanded service information to 
our members in August. You should receive this mailing 
by Monday, August 24.




