TEMPLE BETH-EL
SAN ANTONIO, TX

HIGH HOLY DAYS
5781
SELICHOT • ROSH HASHANAH • YOM KIPPUR

SERVICE SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER 12

SELICHOT
9:00 pm • Live Stream

SEPTEMBER 18

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
6:30 pm • Live Stream

SEPTEMBER 19

ROSH HASHANAH
Family Service
9:00 am • Zoom & Live Stream
Morning Service
10:30 am • Live Stream

SEPTEMBER 20

TASHLICH
10:00 am • Socially Distanced at Woodlawn Lake Park

SEPTEMBER 27

KOL NIDRE
6:30 pm • Live Stream

SEPTEMBER 28

YOM KIPPUR
Family Service
9:00 am • Zoom & Live Stream
Morning Service
10:30 am • Live Stream
Symposium
1:00 pm • Live Stream
Study Sessions
2:15 pm • Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl • Zoom & Live Stream
3:15 pm • Dr. Claudia Stokes • Zoom & Live Stream
Yizkor
4:30 pm • Live Stream
Neilah
5:30 pm • Live Stream

HIGH HOLY DAYS
AT HOME
Experiencing the Holy Days this year will take more than the
usual preparation. Getting the technology in place is important, but getting
our spiritual selves and spiritual space in order is essential. Here are our top
10 tips to help you get organized and ready to welcome 5781!

Connect with Family
Take time to talk and to listen to family, whether near or far. Share appreciation, hopes and
disappointment; affirm your love.

Honor your Past
Though we are not able to gather for our traditional Kever Avot services this year, police
officers will be present at both the Austin Highway and Palmetto/Crockett cemeteries
on Sunday, September 20 from 9:00 am-1:00 pm so that you are able to honor the
generations. Visit www.beth-elsa.org/high-holy-days to print out a pdf of the Kever Avot
service.

Reach Out
Help neighbors or friends who may need it most; share some kindness without even being
asked.
Find a mitzvah to help someone else. With our world so broken, our
compassion matters all the more.

Reach In
Reflect on the past year. Consider where life has taken you. Take a few minutes to ask
yourself: Where is it I most need to grow? How do I get there? Write a letter to yourself on
resolutions to make real.

Right Your Wrongs
Consider the people you may have hurt. Make a list for relationship repair. Then take the
time to connect. Share regrets. Apologize. Do better.

Forgive Others
Be open to the people who’ve somehow hurt you. Gently, let them know. Rather than remain
wounded, allow yourself to begin to heal. Let it go!

Make Space
Take the time to create a sacred ‘at home’ prayer-environment. Choose comfortable seating.
Add decorative touches to make it special: fresh flowers, family photos that honor the
generations, ritual objects and symbols of sweetness like New Year cards and art by the
kids and grandkids. Make your space a sacred space.

View with Vision
Make a digital plan (see page 7). Move your computer or set up your tablet to a dedicated
High Holy Day viewing place to enlarge the picture and the prayer experience.

Participate in Prayer
Visit our High Holy Day Caravan to borrow a copy of Mishkan HaNefesh on September 13,
download the Kindle version or purchase copies for your family to keep. Copies can be
purchased at www.tinyurl.com/TBEHHD. Sing along, stand and sit, dress up, wear a
kippah/tallit. With all the sincerity of spirit you can muster, make your prayer real.

Create Some Sweetness
Making a homemade round challah not only fills the house with that wonderful aroma but
fills your spirit with hope for renewal. Check www.beth-elsa.org/high-holy-days for Cantor
Berlin's challah recipe and additional resources on how to make your High Holy days
special.

HIGH HOLY DAY
CARAVAN
SEPTEMBER 13 • 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM • TEMPLE BETH-EL PARKING LOT
During this socially distanced, drive-thru event congregants will stop at the following stations:
• Happy New Year greeting from the Temple Beth-El clergy
• High Holy Day Prayer Book check-out station
• Donate food and/or funds to the Yom Kippur Hunger Drive
• Hear the sounds of the Shofar
This event is open to all Temple Beth-El members and their families.

TASHLICH
SEPTEMBER 20 • 10:00 AM • WOODLAWN LAKE PARK (221 ALEXANDER AVENUE)
Join us at Woodlawn Lake Park as we gather in person, for this socially distanced Rosh
Hashanah ritual of ‘casting our sins’ into the water. Our clergy will lead a brief ceremony and
then each person can take the opportunity to privately cast their sins (with a handful of bird
seed) into the water. We will conclude with the blowing of the shofar. (Individual portions of
bird seed will be distributed and hand sanitizer will be available. Participants are
required to wear masks.)

YOM KIPPUR
SYMPOSIUM
Noemi Sophia Azoubel
Sr. Partnership Specialist
U.S. Census Bureau, Dallas Regional Census Center
Noemi Sophia Azoubel is Sr. Partnership Specialist for the United States Census Bureau’s
Community Partnership Program. She is responsible for developing partnerships with local
governments, schools, faith-based organizations, Fortune-500 companies and grassroots
entities in order to educate encourage and engage the public to participate in the 2020
Census.
Prior to joining the Census, she had a successful career for nearly a decade as a sole
practitioner attorney in Los Angeles California, focusing on business bankruptcy and tax law.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Spanish, as well as a Doctorate of
Jurisprudence degree from Golden State University School of Law. Ms. Azoubel was born
and raised in Montevideo Uruguay to Ashkenazi and Sephardic parents. At age 13 her family
relocated to Los Angeles, California. For the past 18 years she has been residing in San
Antonio Texas with her husband and three children.

Brad Beldon
Chief Culture Officer & CEO
Beldon Group of Companies
Brad was born and raised in San Antonio by Mike and Louise Beldon. He graduated from
Robert E. Lee High School in 1982 and the University of Texas in 1986. Susan and Brad
have been married for 32 years and have 4 kids, Brittany, Mackenzie, Marshall, and Dylan
Beldon. Two of them have graduated from UT and two of them are still there. Brad is Chief
Culture Officer and CEO of BELDON Roofing Company. Their family business was started by
his grandfather and grandmother, and is a fourth-generation family business here in San
Antonio. His grandparents ended up in San Antonio because his grandfather was stationed
here after having served on General Patton’s staff. They liked it so much, they stayed and
started the family roofing business. Brad is currently involved in the following organizations:
Exterior Contractor Alliance Advisory Board - (2020-Current)
Search & Support San Antonio - (2019-Current)
Beldon Family Foundation Director - (2018-Current)
WPO – World Presidents Organization – (2015-Current)
UT McCombs School of Business Honors Program Parents Council – (2013-Current)
The Kids Trust – Board of Directors – (2005-Current)

YOM KIPPUR
SYMPOSIUM
Robert "Bob" Pollock
Lt. Col US Army (Retired)
Supply Chain Engineer (Retired)
Robert Pollock (Bob) has been a member of Temple Beth-El since he moved to San Antonio
from Akron, Ohio in 2017. Akron was home to Bob and his wife, Charlotte, for 32 years. In
Akron, Bob was an active member of Temple Israel Akron (URJ). At Temple Israel, he held
many different leadership positions including chair of the ritual practice committee,
congregational Vice President, and ultimately President of the Board of Trustees. He also
served as the President of the Board of the Kent State Hillel, was a member of the board of
the Akron Jewish Federation, and a board member of the Portage County United
Way. Currently, Bob is a member of the National Association of Parliamentarians and the
Military Officers Association. Since moving to San Antonio, Bob has been an active
participant in many Beth-El worship, educational, and social action programs. He has been
married to Charlotte for over 48 years, and they have two daughters, Elyssa Kane, who lives
in San Antonio and is a member of Beth-El with her husband, Jason, and their family; and
Rabbi Adrienne Scott who lives in Houston with her husband, David, and their
family. Professionally, Bob is a retired supply chain engineer and a retired Lieutenant
Colonel in the US Army. Additionally, he spends as much time as possible playing with his
four grandchildren, running, and biking on one of the many Greenway trails.

Ann Winer
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist
I am a Jew by birth but I am also a Jew by choice. When I was in my 20s I knew that no
matter who I married, I would need to have a Jewish home. The teachings of the Rabbis and
the prophets always rang true to me. Love thy neighbor as thyself. The belief of only one
deity. Although I am a bit conflicted about what God is or if she exists, I know the Christian
belief cannot be mine. I did marry a Jewish man and raised my children in a very close
community in Akron Ohio. That experience increased my strong feelings for social
responsibility and social action. Being Jewish is as much a part of my persona as being a
woman, a mother, and a CRNA

YOM KIPPUR
STUDY SESSIONS
Jonah: Prophet to the Gentiles
Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl, DHL, DD.
September 28 • 2:15pm • Zoom & live-stream
Pre-register for the Zoom at www.tinyurl.com/tbeykstudy

Poems of Reflection and Prayer
Claudia Stokes, Ph.D., Professor of English, Trinity University
September 28 • 3:15 pm • Zoom & live-stream
Pre-register for the Zoom at www.tinyurl.com/tbeykstudy

STREAMING
All High Holy Day offerings are available on live-stream.
You can access Temple Beth-El's live-stream in the following ways:
•
•
•
•

www.beth-elsa.org/live-streaming
Temple Beth-El, SATX on Roku (must have a Roku device)
TEMPLEBETHELSA on YouTube (available wherever you watch YouTube)
TEMPLEBETHELSA on Facebook (no Facebook account required)

In addition to the live-stream both family services and the Yom Kippur study session
will be available on Zoom. To access the Zoom rooms you will need to pre-register.
• Rosh Hashanah Family Services - www.tinyurl.com/tberhfamily
• Yom Kippur Family Services - www.tinyurl.com/tbeykfamily
• Yom Kippur Study Session - www.tinyurl.com/tbeykstudy

For tech-help contact our director of Strategic Engagement (joel@beth-elsa.org)

211 Belknap Place
San Antonio, Texas 78212
210-733-9135
Address Service
Requested
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

OFFICERS
Amy Benedikt, M.D., President
Debbie Roos, Senior Vice-President
Barry Chasnoff, Vice-President
Jean Kolovson, Vice-President
Robin Kressbach, Vice-President
Bregger Garrison, Treasurer
Trent Boarnet, Secretary

AUXILIARIES
Roger Ojeda, Brotherhood President
Fran Cohen, Sisterhood President
Maya Epstein, SAFTY President

RABBIS
Mara S. Nathan, Senior Rabbi
Marina Yergin, Associate Rabbi
Dr. Samuel M. Stahl, Emeritus

CANTOR
Julie Berlin

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Rabbi Alan Berlin, Executive Director
Leah Apothaker, Director of Congregational Learning
Joel Swedlove, Director of Strategic Engagement
Iris Berman-Smith, Clergy & Cemetery Administrator
Michael Ringel, Controller
Geri Gregory, Member Services Coordinator
Ross Halfant, Social Justice Coordinator
Michael D. Kung, Facilities Manager

The mission of Temple Beth-El,
the historic heart of Reform Judaism in San Antonio,
is to provide a sacred framework that inspires people
to cultivate their Jewish lives.

